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30th Engineer Battalion  
544th Engineer Dive Detachment 
1LT Mark Hanabury  
 
 Greetings from the Sea Monkey Detachment!   Since August, the 
544th has been moving at a breakneck pace towards its inevitable inactivation 
in March 2015.  Undaunted by the reality that no training or missions would 
take place for the detachment after 1 NOV 2014, the highly motivated and 
technically proficient command team of CPT Tom Maddux and SFC Eric 
Shults guided the team through a hectic but rewarding late summer schedule. 
 In July and August, SSG Britton Hall led a team of 15 Soldiers on a 
month long mission to Caven Point, NJ in support of USACE New York.  
With the assistance of his load out NCO SGT Christopher Esqueda, SSG Hall 
expertly managed numerous water front rehabilitation projects, including the 
cutting and removal of five 20’ by 40’ floating platforms, the dredging of silt 
and debris from under the dry dock, a running gear inspection of the USACE 

vessel the Hayward, sacrificial 
wood replacement and rubber 
bumper installation on Caven 
Point’s piers, and a general inspection and refurbishment 
of the sites waterfront facilities.  His leadership and the 
hard work of the detachment’s Soldiers and NCOs resulted 
in total completion of the pre-mission scope of work.   
Outstanding job SSG Hall! 
 Less than two weeks after returning from Caven 
Point, SSG Weber departed in early September with 14 
Soldiers on another  mission to the Olmsted Dam Project 
in support of USACE Louisville.  The mission, which was 
organized and coordinated by CPT Swanson and included 
both the 544th and 74th Dive Detachments, called for the 
teams to enter the landside culvert and inner lock wall 
culvert in the future dam’s lock system to remove silt that 
had built up during the past 15 years.  The end state for 
USACE was to have all silt removed from the culverts so 
the locks can be operational when the dam is completed.  
Working hand in hand with CPT Swanson, SSG Weber 
developed a plan to use two separate dredging systems in 
the culvert.   The first, which involved the use of a 
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1500GPM Jetting Pump fitted with in line Eductors to create a Venturi Effect, proved ineffective on the 
clay-like consistency of the mud in the Ohio River.  The second system, The Godwin 6" Heidra 150MR 
hydraulic submersible slurry pump, proved far more efficient in the dredging process.  During the 5 week 
mission, the two detachments’ removed 2,056 cubic yards of silt, and saved the USACE Louisville 
District over $400,000.  More importantly, the mission greatly increased the domain knowledge on 
dredging operations 
amongst Army Engineer 
Divers and the USACE 
Louisville District.  The 
lessons learned have laid 
the foundations for 
efficient dredging 
operations in the Ohio, 
and in the future will 
allow dive teams to have 
even more success on 
this project site.   

After two 
months on the road, the 
Soldiers and NCOs of 
the 544th were looking 
forward to a slower 
paced October that 
included recovery from 
the two missions and 
preparations for the 
detachment range week.  This plan went awry when CPT Maddux was required to leave the team early 
and take charge of the rear headquarters detachment of the 53rd Transportation Battalion, leaving LT 
Hanabury to slide into the command position.  Rather than hang their heads in defeat, the Soldiers and 
NCOs of the 544th embraced the pain of change of command and managed to conduct recovery, 
inventories, and range week train up simultaneously.  SFC Shults and SSG Tucker did an outstanding job 
planning and coordinating the detachment range week at Fort Pickett, VA.  The training included a 
Helocast and recovery, Engineer Reconnaissance missions with the ENFIRE System, an underwater 
demolitions range, land navigation, basic rifle marksmanship, M9 familiarization, and dismounted react to 
IED training.  While SFC Shults and SSG Tucker spearheaded range week train up and execution, SGT 
Martinez did an excellent job overseeing the change of command inventories.  Both the training and the 
change of command were a great success, a testament to the work ethic and competence of the NCOs and 
Soldiers in this detachment. 

Olmsted Dam Project Operational Summary. 
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 In November, the 544th sadly said 
goodbye to both members of the 
command team.   CPT Maddux who 
moved into another command position 
within the battalion, and SFC Shults who 
PCS’ed to sunny Panama City Beach, FL, 
have both been greatly missed.  From the 
Sea Monkey Family, we would like to 
thank you both for your leadership, 
mentorship, and commitment to Soldiers 
and mission accomplishment.   

In December, the team said goodbye to 
SSG Daniel Weber, a stalwart of the 
544th.  For seven years, SSG Weber served the detachment honorably, participating in 15 USACE 
support missions and acting as NCOIC of 3, while also being in charge of 25 separate training evolutions.  
Thank you for all of your hard work SSG Weber. 
 This fall, several members of the 544th distinguished themselves individually. SGT Mark Evans 
was selected to attend Officer Candidate School (OCS), and is currently completing the course at Fort 
Benning, GA.  Congratulations on your selection SGT Evans!  In addition, the 544th had four NCOs 
complete their Salvage Diver Checklist and earn the Salvage Diver Badge.  Congratulations to SGT 
Zachary Holder, SGT Christopher Esqueda, SGT Scott Loehr, and SGT Andrew Benner.  Perhaps the 
most exciting occurrence of the last six months, the 544th welcomed two new babies this summer and 
fall.  Congratulations to SSG Tucker and his wife Brenda on the birth of their baby, Faith!  
Congratulations to SGT Evans and his wife Rachel on the birth of their baby, Isaac!  
 Through the late fall and winter, the detachment has been focused on inactivation activities.  The 
current goal is to have all equipment laterally transferred and all personnel moved to their new 
detachments by the first week of February.  Thus far, the inactivation process has been very smooth.   
Hats off to SSG Tucker for sliding into the 1st Sergeant role and not missing a beat, handling the 
numerous administrative issues an inactivating unit faces like a seasoned veteran of the position.  As the 
544th creeps closer to its inactivation, it is sad to see a unit that has accomplished so much go away. Since 
its reactivation in October 1992, the 544th has provided engineer dive support worldwide to Army 
Commands (ACOMS), Army Service Component Commands (ASCC), and Direct Reporting Units 
(DRU).  From the Mekong River in Cambodia, to the Columbia River in Oregon, and to the Tigris River 
in Iraq, the Soldiers and NCOs of the 544th have always had what it takes to accomplish the mission.  As 
the unit’s personnel disperse, it is good to know that wherever they land, they will help instill that same 
can do attitude in their next organization.  Fair Winds and Following Seas!  Hoo yah! Deep Sea! 
 

Helocast Extraction. 
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Chief Diving Supervisor and Bottom Times Editor 
MSG Ray Ramirez  
 

Greetings from Fort Leonard 
Wood!  Let me start off by saying I 
hope everyone was afforded the 
opportunity to have some down time 
this past holiday season and I wish 
everyone the best for this upcoming 
New Year.  I’m sure this will be a 
great year for us all.  

Since the last issue of the 
Bottom Times, we have continued 
to move forward.  In the past six 
months, we have completed a lot. 
The following summarize some of 
the more important projects or 
initiatives that are being worked:   
 
Doctrine: Finally our doctrine is 
starting to shape up. I worked with 
the doctrine division and have 
updated our TOE document.  In 
addition, AR 611-75 is in its final stages.  Our new STRAC should be published, showing an increase in 
C-4 and a reduction of initiating systems.  The Swift Water Manual has been approved by the Engineer 
Commandant and is with TRADOC.  This should be out by the end of 2015.   
UDPI:  Our UDPI program is up and running strong.  We have made a lot of great changes to the 
program and are always looking at ways to improve it.  With that said, we have had good and bad 
inspections.  I would like to reiterate that this program needs Master Diver involvement and highlight a 
statement from the dive manual, “The Master Diver manages preventive and corrective maintenance on 
diving equipment.”  Furthermore, the deficiencies that are noted could easily be rectified by the unit’s top 
Master Diver.  When a unit doesn’t do well, I’ve learned that the program is really not supported by its 
top leaders.   
Personnel: You should have seen a lot of changes in personnel over the last few months and should 
continue to see a lot of changes in the upcoming months.  I have already processed 25 personnel moves 
for the Oct 2014 – Oct 2015 period.  My goal is to keep the Soldiers on a three to four year rotation.  
PLEASE NOTE, if you are coming up on four years, please don’t buy a house and then ask me to keep 
you there.  I will continue to take requests and work with Soldiers on where they want to go.  If you 
would like to request an upcoming assignment, please work with your unit First Sergeants.    
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Credentialing: SFC Lester and I are working a credentialing plan for our MOS.  If approved, the 
Association of Diving Contractors International Inc. commercial diving credentials will be paid for by the 
Engineer School throughout the Soldier’s career.  For our MOS, we are looking at the following ADCI 
credentials: Entry Level Diver/Tender, Air Diver, and Air Diving Supervisor certifications.  These 
certifications will be tied to Initial Military Training (IMT) and Professional Military Education (PME).  
For example, the Entry Level Diver/Tender will be awarded upon completion of IMT, Air Diver upon 
completion of ALC, and Air Diving Supervisor upon completing SLC.  This is structured this way to meet 
all the ADCI requirements.  Please keep in mind, this only works if you keep up on DJRS.  DJRS and our 
Salvage Diver/Diving Supervisor qualifications are key to this program’s success.   
Diving: We have done quite a bit of diving.  According to DJRS the following units have completed the 
following amount of diving for 2014:  
 
A/169th- 31,310 min with 885 dives 
 
74th-23,078 min with 387 dives 
544th-18,517 min with 343 dives 
511th-13,987 min with 308 dives 
569th- 10,518 min with 305 dives 
86th- 5,709 min with 186 dives 
 
7th- Not Reported in DJRS  
FLW - Not reported via DJRS   
 
Congratulations to the 74th for having the most operational Bottom Time of 2014.   
  
As for the Bottom Times, I would like to thank everyone for their article submissions.  I know many 
people look forward to reading the latest and greatest about Army diving.  In addition, I lost a lot of 
contact names in my transition to Office 2013.  If there is anyone that did not receive this newsletter via 
email and would like to, send your contact information to:  raymond.j.ramirez@us.army.mil.   
 
Deep Sea! 

 
  

mailto:raymond.j.ramirez@us.army.mil
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30th Engineer Battalion 
74th Engineer Dive Detachment 
CPT Brian Wilson 
 

Allow me to start off by welcoming you all back 
from the Holidays and New Years.  All of us here on the 74th 
hope everyone had a great holiday season and wish them a 
great 2015! 

From our last submission we have seen many 
changes to our team. We had two highly capable NCOs 
move to Panama City.  Both SSG Brandon Laspe and SSG 
Ray Cortright will be missed on the team.  Additionally, the 
team wished SGT Brandon Summerville fair winds and 
following seas as he left the Army to pursue a civilian career.  
His diving expertise and natural mechanical ability to repair 
just about anything will be missed on the team.   

We also had the privilege of welcoming several new 
members to our team.  SPC Coty Nolff joined our family 
with his wife Kourtnee and daughter Lily.  1LT Austin 
McGahan also joined the team as the summer ended.  He 
started his time out by immediately in-processing and joining 
the team on mission in Olmsted, it was a great way to 
welcome him to the team.  PFC Matthew Lewis just joined 
our team as well and we look forward to fully welcoming 
him to the team in the New Year.  The New Year will also 
bring SGT Cody Madigan and his family from the 627th 
Dive National Guard Team out of the great state of Texas as 
he transitions to an active duty roll.  And finally, we are welcoming SSG Lee Damon, SPC Eoin Audet, 
and SPC Stephanie Herrington from the 544th as their unit in-activates. 
The year has managed to keep the team fairly busy.  When we last submitted an article the team was in 
full swing providing support to the Underwater Test Facility at Aberdeen Proving Ground (APG) in 
Maryland.  While there, we executed a significant amount of support to the facility and an even greater 
amount of focused training in the down time we had between support evolutions.  SSG Morales did an 
excellent job over two and a half months on TDY of keeping the team busy and focused and increasing 
our proficiency with tools sets and maintenance.   

We left APG and went immediately to Philpott Dam in Basset, VA.  While there we had the 
distinct opportunity of looking at the sluice gates at the bottom of the dam, which were last seen by a 
person when the dam was installed in the 1950’s.  While there we searched for potential leaks in the 

74TH in Metropolis after a day’s work at the 
Olmsted Lock and Dam. 
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penstock gates, sluice gates, and conducted a damage inspection on each system as well as the dam face. 
We were also lucky enough to get a dive to 150-160’ for a couple of days, and everyone enjoyed the dirty 
greasy work.  

Wrapping up in Philpott left us very little reset time as we transitioned into a month long TDY to 
Olmsted lock and dam, where 544th and the 74th moved massive amounts of mud from the lock system. 
The mud removal allowed us to accumulate massive amounts of bottom time and experience as well as 
provided USACE the ability to isolate and close off part of the lock system, a function they had not been 
able to perform since the system was installed over a decade ago.  As a fun side note, we also were given 
the opportunity to visit the town where Superman came from and took some pictures.  

Returning from Olmsted gave us a 
brief respite as we prepared to welcome 
divers from the Swedish Armed Forces who 
were interested in learning how US Army 
Divers conduct operations and the 
equipment we use.  We spent five days 
diving with the Swedes, learning how they 
worked and giving them the opportunity to 
dive the MK V, KM-37, and the 
opportunity to use the hydraulic tools as 
well as the cutting and welding set.  We 
wrapped up the week with them by 

discussing SOPs and TTPs, which 
provided us with good insight into how 
Swedish Divers execute swift water diving.  

It was truly fascinating and served to be a good learning experience for the diving supervisors. 
Our last effort of the year came as a bit of a surprise, when we were presented with an opportunity 

to treat an Air Force pilot for severe CO poisoning.  This allowed us to run three prescribed treatment 
table 9s.  The pilot showed up with some neurological deficits and over the course of three days we were 
able to watch the pilot recover fully.  It was a great opportunity for members of the 74th to see a treatment 
and earn some check offs.  

Wrapping up 2014 took quite a bit of effort for the 74th as we were fantastically busy.  We are all 
thankful for the holiday period to rest and recuperate in preparation for the challenges that await us in 
2015.  Our chief goal for the winter and spring of 2015 is to prepare to deploy to Kuwait and then 
eventually deploy in the late spring time frame.  By all accounts 2015 should be a good and productive 
year! 

 
Until next time, the 74th wishes everyone the best! 

SFC Wulczynski teaches Capt. Johansson how to perfect the 
MDV stance. 
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Joint POW/MIA Accounting Command (JPAC) 
SFC Tyler Dodd 
 

Since July of last year JPAC has remained busy with recovery and investigation missions.  The 
past seven months have taken us to Canada, South Korea and Papua, New Guinea.   

In July, the team deployed to Newfoundland, Canada in order to conduct Underwater Recovery 
operations on board the USNS Grapple, augmented by our sister divers from MDSU-1 the recovery 
operation was a total success.  The team was able to hone their skills in cold water and conduct daily 
Surface Decompression dives.  Below are some great pictures from the mission.   

Newfoundland, Canada. 
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In August JPAC welcomed Elizabeth Anne Evans to the underwater family, additionally Tyler and 

Jen Dodd tied the knot at a ceremony on the North Shore, big thanks to 7th Dive for bringing the party to 
the reception! 

In September we were deployed to the Hwacheon Reservoir in South Korea.  This reservoir was 
deceptively deep and cold, as I’m sure all the men from 7th Dive would agree.  We conducted 
investigation operations over 48 square kilometers of the reservoir utilizing magnetometers, Autonomous 
Underwater Vehicles (AUVs) and SCUBA.  As you see by the picture below, this mission gave us the 
opportunity to integrate four different diving commands (JPAC, 7th Dive, EOD Mobile Group 1 and 
MDSU 2) together giving everybody involved a great learning and cultural experience.   

 
  

JPAC, 7th Dive, EOD Mobile Group 1, and MDSU 2 together at Hwacheon Reservoir in South Korea. 
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From October through December the team 

deployed to Simpson Harbor, Papua New Guinea.  Again 
embarked on a salvage vessel, this time the USNS 
Safeguard, the team integrated with our sisters at MDSU 
2.  This mission was met with great success and gave all 
of the divers involved the opportunity to be involved in 
the salvage and recovery of a sunken TBM Avenger 
while watching a volcano erupt.   

 
                                       

In December the team welcomed SFC / 
Master Diver Chris Kratsas!  He will be a great 
asset! 

Thus far January has not provided much 
R&R to the team as we have been diligently 
preparing for our upcoming missions to Vanuatu, 
Palau, Vietnam and Italy.  We have high 
expectations for all these missions and their potential 
for recovering those service members who paid the 
ultimate price for our country.   Until next time, and Until They Are Home. 
 
 

   
  

Top: Terrible diving conditions. Bottom and Left: 
Recovery of the sunken TBM Avenger. 
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30th Engineer Battalion 
86th Engineer Dive Detachment 
CPT Matthew Schiller 
 

Since early July, the 86
th

 
has been on the go as the busy 
Beavers covered three separate 
missions with Divers spread across 
six different states.  From the 
Ozarks of FT Chaffee, to the 
demolition pond of Aberdeen, the 
Beavers have logged countless 
hours of diving, while providing 
support to large scale organizations 
here in the United States.  In 
addition, many of our divers were 
provided the opportunity to 
complete salvage diver and dive 

supervisor check offs, conduct familiarization training, host a West Point cadet, complete two rifle ranges, 
and conduct an underwater demolition range.   
 At FT Chaffee, SSG Kuhn led as mission NCOIC for the River Assault Operation; a multirole 
operation encompassing several Active and Reserve Engineer units in the construction of a float bridge 
across the Arkansas River.  While there, SGT Stancil and SGT Schiltz provided Helocast-master support 

to several Sapper companies, while SGT 
Corrales and SPC Bible collected survey 
information on three separate bodies of water 
across the training areas.  Ultimately, the 
information and support provided by the 86

th
 

allowed the Brigade to successfully construct 
the bridge at the appropriate crossing site.  
 From early August through November, 
the 86

th
 provided UNDEX and AAV operational 

support at Aberdeen Proving Grounds, 
Maryland.  The UNDEX mission was planned, 
coordinated, and executed under the guidance 
of NCOIC, SGT Gasway, whose oversight and 

MDV Larrew providing oversight during the Aberdeen mission. 

SSG Ormond backs up SGT Gasway as he supervises a dive 
under instruction at Aberdeen. 
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planning contributed to the successful deployment of equipment and personnel to Aberdeen.  Under the 
supervision of Master Diver Larrew and Master Diver Forkhamer, three divers were able to successfully 
complete their check offs and were thereby awarded the Salvage Diver Badge, while other members of 
the team completed multiple check offs and received a significant amount of dive supervising time.  

 In mid-October, the 86
th

 dispatched a team of six divers, led 
by SSG Byerle, to Aberdeen to continue support for an Amphibious 
Assault Vehicle testing mission. The team would remain on call for 
several months while providing continuous oversight of all water 

operations for UNDEX. During this time, the 86
th

 conducted an underwater demolition range at NAB 
Little Creek, VA. SSG Kuhn put together an outstanding mission that included a trip via LCU to the 
Atlantic, and through some uncooperative weather and sea-state, a safe trip back to FT Eustis!  
 Over the course of the last several months, the veteran team has undergone several major changes 
and has made a few great additions.  The team welcomed 1SG Jason Flack as its new enlisted leader, 
hooyah and deep sea 1SG!  CPT Swanson recently departed for ECCC at FT Leonard Wood after his 
successful rotation as the go-to dive officer supporting the Olmsted Dam construction project; we wish 
him the best!  SSG Booysen and SSG Streiler returned to the team after 5 months in Panama City, 
sporting their new First Class Dive badges after a successful completion of the course.  We were happy to 
receive SSG Bullington as an inter-team transfer, and five new Divers from class’s 14-20-2C and 14-30-
2C: SPC Genz, PFC Rose, PFC Middlebrook, PV2 Haines, and 1LT Andrews. 
 To all those young and old, we wish everyone in the dive family a very safe and happy holiday 
season; Merry Christmas!        

   

Left: Beavers work up charges on the deck of an LCU in 
the Atlantic just outside of NAB Little Creek.  

Below: the result. 
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Training Developer 
SFC Roger Lester 
 

I hope everyone had the opportunity to enjoy a great holiday season.  I hope everyone kept the 
members of the 569th and their families in your thoughts as you enjoyed your time away from work with 
family and friends.   

Things have been fairly busy here at the training development office over the past few months.  
All lesson plans for the Phase 1 course had to be reworked in order to meet CRM compliance within the 
Training Development Capability program.  That being said, the POI for the Phase 1 course is behind my 
initial estimate of October, but is nearly complete.  All lesson plans have been revised in accordance with 
the new CRM requirements and only five are left for approval.   

Recently, I had the opportunity to travel to the school house in Panama City with SGM Meyer to 
discuss credentialing opportunities with the cadre.  A lot of great ideas came from that visit, and I feel that 
we are on our way to incorporating MOS 12D civilian equivalent credentials to our institutional and 
operational training requirements.  I would like to thank SGM Meyer for his efforts towards the Engineer 
credentialing program. 

I would also like to take this opportunity to plug the Engineer Regiment’s Resource Menu 
(ERRM) located on milSuite.  The ERRM “is an interactive tool designed to encourage learning at the 
personal, institutional and operational level”.  On this site you will find an array of documents arranged in 
categories that include rank, duty position, Engineer discipline, etc.  I put this information out a few 
months back on the Army Engineer Dive Field milSuite site, but also wanted to get it out to those who 
may not be members of the group.  If you haven’t had the opportunity to check out these sites, please 
check them out.  There is a bank of information pertaining to our field and the regiment.  Links to both 
sites are as follows: 

 
Army Engineer Dive Field:  https://www.milsuite.mil/book/groups/army-engineer-dive-field 
ERRM:    https://www.milsuite.mil/book/groups/usaes-commandant-resource-menu 

 
Finally, my time here at Fort Leonard Wood is winding down.  I will be replaced in the Training 

Developer seat by SSG Brian Winter early next year and will be moving back to Joint Base Langley-
Eustis.  I have enjoyed my time here at the Directorate of Training and Leader Development and have 
been afforded the opportunity to work with some truly incredible NCOs, officers, and civilians.  I 
encourage everyone to seize the opportunity to fill this position if given the opportunity.    
 

  

https://www.milsuite.mil/book/groups/army-engineer-dive-field
https://www.milsuite.mil/book/groups/usaes-commandant-resource-menu
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A/169th Engineer Battalion  
U.S. Army Engineer Dive School 
CPT David Guerdan 
 

Happy holidays!  At the Naval Diving and 
Salvage Training Center, Alpha Company of the 169th 
Engineer Battalion continues to lead from the front in 
the execution of its mission to train and mold engineer 
divers.  These have been an extremely busy but, 
successful last six months.  First and foremost, I’d 
like to thank my predecessor, CPT Joe Lunn for the 
long hours he devoted to making our Soldiers and the 
overall field a better, stronger community.  Joe 
officially separated from the Army this month and not 
before having multiple job offers to choose from.  

Best of luck to you, Joe and Deep Sea! 

Soon after our Change of Command we graduated four Marine Engineer Dive Officers, five First Class 
Divers, and six Second Class Divers.  Please allow me to welcome all of the graduates, Dive Officers: 
2LT Andrews, 2LT LeRoy, 2LT Colvin, and 2LT McGahan; First Class divers: SSG Damon, SSG Laspe, 
SSG Howard, SSG Streiler, and SSG Booysen; Second Class Divers: SPC Nolff, SPC Genz, PV2 Spiars, 
PV2 Rose, PVT Dawley, and PVT Singley.   
 

CPT Lunn, LTC Preston, and CPT Guerdan stand at 
attention in preparation of the guidon exchange. 

Above: A2C graduates sing the Engineer song during 
their induction ceremony. 

Left: 14-20-A2C/MEDO looking sharp at their 
graduation.  
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Currently our Second Class Training teams have their hands full with two full classes on board.  
Class 14-30 will be graduating within the month, on the 11th of December.  The eight students of Class 
14-30 just completed their Field Training Exercise at Fort Rucker, AL where they trained on Land 
Navigation, Patrolling, qualified on M-4s, and completed a culminating ruck march.  Class 15-10 classed 
up in the middle of October.  This class just completed pool week and their 130 FSW qualification dive.  
Currently the class is conducting their pier side dives in preparation for going out to sea to dive on some 
of the best wrecks this area has to offer.  This class has shown exceptional potential both in and out of the 
classroom. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Above: Students from class 15-10 A2C perform the dreaded IWPs 
with encouragement from SSG Jarrard and 1LT Neville. 

 

Below: SFC Kratsas watches students 
in class 15-10 enter the water as he 

prepares to fulfill his responsibility as 
a safety diver. 

 

Left: Students from class 15-10 A2S 
gain an appreciation for their OCIE 

(watchcap) as they await their turn to 
complete their instructor imposed 

problems. 
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Curriculum Update: Good bye MEDO, hello JDO!  That’s right ladies and gentlemen, The Marine 
Engineering Dive Officer course has ended and we have entered a new era with the implementation of the 
Joint Diving Officer Course.  The first class for this new course recently graduated and after a few 
adjustments to curriculum and technique, the course will be in its third evolution by the time the newest 
selected Second Lieutenant dive officer candidates class up in February 2015.  The big changes consist of 
an all officer course (with the exception of the last two weeks for the Army officers) with more robust 
underwater construction and salvage blocks of instruction.   
Our lieutenants will be with their EOD, Fleet, Seabee, and Coast Guard peers for the first 89 days of 
training.  Then our lieutenants, with the Seabee and Coast Guard officers will split away from the EOD 
and Fleet officers to get 26 days of underwater construction and reconnaissance training.  Finally, our 
lieutenants will enter into the third and final phase of their training alone where they will put all they have 
learned into practice and will lead Army Second Class students through a culminating training exercise. It 
will be a dynamic and challenging exercise for our students to ensure that we here at Alpha Company 
continue to meet the needs of the force.    
 
 
 
Upcoming events: 
Year in the Military Diver: Mark V Centennial  
Celebration will be held in conjunction with the  
35th anniversary of NDSTC in Panama City Florida  
4-9 May 2015.  This will be a great week to make a trip 
down to Alpha Company and participate in a variety of 
events.  This week will include the following 
events/presentations: 
 

• Mark V dives at NDSTC 
• NDSTC open house 
• NEDU open house 
• Dive Lab open house 
• Historical Diving Society presentation 
• Dedication of the new joint physical fitness training 

facility to the late CPT Shaun English  
• Dive Equipment displays 
• Golf tournament 
• Copper Collar Run 
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Over the past six months, Alpha Company has had the pleasure of welcoming the following Soldiers to 
our team: 
 

• MSG Mike Vaughan – came from Key West, FL 
• SGT Troy Cunningham – came from Ft. Campbell, KY 
• SSG Ray Cortright – came from the 74th EN Dive Det., FL 
• SFC Eric Shultz – came from 544th EN Dive Det., FL 

 
In closing, Alpha Company would like to wish fair winds and following seas to the following Soldiers 
leaving our formation: 
 

• CPT Joe Lunn – Separated from the Army 
• SFC Christopher Kratsas – JPAC, Hickam AFB, Hawaii 
• SFC Bryan Knoop – 7th EN Dive Det., Hickam AFB, Hawaii 
• SSG Steven Key – 511th EN Dive Det., Virginia 
• SSG Timothy Tanfield – 74th EN Dive Det., Virginia 
• SSG Joshua Palmer – WTU, Ft. Leonard Wood, Missouri 
• SGT Anthony Mahala – Separated from the Army 
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TACOM Liaison NCO 
SFC Christopher Niese 
 

Greetings from the frozen north.  My first year here has flown past and I have learned a lot. I know 
everyone wants new equipment but remember any dates I give are subject to change.  The compressors 
should be out to the units soon.  We are currently working on the manuals and provisioning all the parts.  
This is good news because you will be able to order all of your parts thru the SAMS-E box.  We’re 
looking the first unit equipped to be in the 4th quarter of FY 15.  The UCS and DSS are both coming along 
nicely; the prototypes for both of these sets are currently being built.  As long as we stay on schedule it 
looks like the units will receive both in the 3rd quarter of FY16.  I know the supply catalogs have been a 
big issue lately and I am ready to update them.  The problem has been that they are trying to launch a new 
system that will manage the SCs and took everyone’s rights to make changes to them away back in 
September.  The good news is that we should all get our rights back by the 20th of January.  
 
 

Capabilities Developer 
SFC Tom Kneipp 
 
Greetings from CDID!  We are off to a busy start for the New Year after standing down for the holidays.  
Progress continues on all programs as we try to bring some much needed modernization to the field.  The 
long promised and mythical compressors are nearing the final hurdles before fielding starts.  The actual 
first unit equipped date hinges on a lot of things, but we should be seeing these in the field this year.  The 
new Deep Sea Set and Construction Set designs are finalized and are being prototyped as materials and 
parts arrive.  Once I have an email friendly sized set of drawings, I will send them out so you guys can see 
what all improvements we made. The Supervisor, Propulsion, Emergency, and Recovery set (replaces 
SCUBA support set) is proceeding through the system towards approval.  We should have an approved 
document in the next six months, then the real fun starts for Dave Dodd and crew at PM-SKOT to put the 
gear in your hands.  The boats and motors have hit a snag in testing.  It would seem that our friendly 
vendors are having a hard time making their product do what they said it would do.  More to follow as the 
situation develops, but this will make the schedule slide to the right as testing drags out.  Rest assured 
though, we will not be putting a substandard product in the field.   
As for me, I am on the final stretch of my time here, and I will be indoctrinating my replacement, SFC 
Dodd, sometime this summer.  
 
On a personal note, Megan and I are expecting our first child in August! 
 
DEEP SEA! 
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30th Engineer Battalion 
569th Engineer Dive Detachment 
CPT Daniel Arnold  
 

Operating in the currently temperate camel war zone of Kuwait, the 569th Engineer Detachment is 
coming at you live. The unit is currently sub-divided into three parts; two squads here in Kuwait, and a 
ten Soldiers rear-detachment at Ft. Eustis.  Each unit has been busy working autonomously; conducting 
missions, doing training, and representing the 569th across the globe.  Due to the spring 2014 op-tempo 
the team meticulously packed and organized 15 deployable containers of diving and life-support 
equipment in an astonishing 3 days! After a complete and successful pack-out, the unit took block leave to 
be with their family and loved ones, before deploying in support of Operation Inherent Resolve. 

First squad, led by SSG Sky Schofield and 
his two fearless and diviner Team Leaders, SGT 
Scott “Willie” Wilson and SGT Matthew “MFJ” 
Jones, have had  a lot of life events take place since 
the last July publication of the Bottom Times report. 
The squad’s two young warfighters, SPC 
Christopher Miller and newly promoted SPC Jesse 
“Kill Shot” Moore are working on their salvage 
diver checks and preparing for Soldier of the Month 
Boards.  SGT Wilson recently dominated the BSTB 

Battalion NCO of the Month Board, by competing 
and beating himself!   

Since boots hit the ground in 
September, First Squad has flawlessly 
orchestrated five missions in the CENTCOM 
area of responsibility, including Kuwait, 
Oman, Jordan, and Bahrain. They have 
performed ships husbandry operations in 
support of the US Army, Navy and Coast 
Guard Vessels at Kuwait Naval Base, all 
while simultaneously providing CENTCOM 
around the clock hyperbaric treatment 
capabilities. Despite their rigorous 
OPTEMPO, they have still been able to train 
their second class divers on lift bags and 
salvage operations. In totality; the 569th 

SGT Wilson uses his hammer fist and tool of barnacle 
destruction to clean an LCU at KNB. 

SSG Giagnocavo briefs 2nd Squad prior to a ships husbandry 
operation. 
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Engineer Detachment spent more than 1300 minutes of bottom time underwater in direct support of the 
Global War on Terror. Deep Sea!! 

 Since deploying, Second Squad has travelled through the Middle East in support of Army 
missions. Members of the squad have worked thus far in Oman, Bahrain, Kuwait, the United Arab 
Emirates, and Jordan.  Second Squad has been hard at work: SGT LeForge earned the rate of Salvage 
Diver, and SSG Janusz and SPC Bannan received promotions.  SPC Bannan boosts morale with his 
charming personality and stunningly good MWR board. Both PFC Ramirez and SPC Bannan continue 
working diligently on their Salvage Diver checks.  SSG “Supply” Janusz juggles performing his diver 
duties while providing the team with indispensable orders of dry-erase markers, green socks, and all their 
other needs.  

Holding the Rear 
Detachment on surface is the 
august SSG Grover and his troupe 
of undermanned and overworked 
Soldiers.  Since the deployment 
of the 569th, SSG Grover has been 
responsible for the unit’s 
equipment and personnel in 
Virginia.  SSG Crowley earned 
his final checks to become a 
command qualified supervisor.  
SGT Lee continues to be 
indispensable to the team, and 
recently oversaw load-out for a 
ships husbandry mission 
observed, unexpectedly, by the Governor of Virginia.  SGT Moogan and his wife welcomed a new deep 
sea diver into the world.  SGT(P) Lugtu recently tacked a “promotable” status onto her rank after a stellar 
board performance, and is heading to the harsh climes of Alaska in the spring.  SGT Hone successfully re-
classed as a 42A and will soon be flying across the pond to Germany for her next assignment. SGT West 
continues to perform his duties as a medic and all-around utility player, with plans to retire next fall, if the 
Army will let him get away with it.  SPC Davis travelled to Fort Hood to hone his warfighting skills, and 
continues to manage maintenance for the Rear D. All have welcomed to the team our three newest divers: 
1LT Andrew Colvin, PFC Daniel Dawley, and PFC Michael Singley.  1LT Colvin joined the unit across 
the pond while the Soldiers were immersed in the depths of Aberdeen Proving Grounds for several 
months with the 86th.  1LT Guinther relinquished his nearly 26 month reign as XO to 1LT Colvin and 
returned to the States to prepare for the Engineer Captain’s Career Course.  Soon new faces are expected 
as the unit absorbs more divers from the fabled 544th and remains prepared to support missions and 
training in Virginia and Kuwait.  

SSG Grover and SGT Lee snap a picture with the Governor, respectfully 
declining an invitation to the Governor’s Mansion in order to finish a tugboat 

inspection in the cold, murky waters of the James River.  
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The 569th is still busy, morale is high, and everyone is safer for the work the unit is doing in the 

Middle East.  Until next time, fair winds and following seas, Deep Sea. 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
  

Team members stand victoriously atop a fuel tank raised from forty feet of mud and seawater 
(L-R: SPC Bannan, SGT Wilson, SGT LeForge, SSG Schofield, SSG Giagnocavo, PFC Ramirez, 

SSG “Supply” Janusz, and SPC Moore.)  
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30th Engineer Battalion 
511th Engineer Dive Detachment 
1SG Thomas Christesen II 
 

Since the last issue of the Bottom Times 
the 511th Trident has deployed back to the USA 
after a successful 9 months in the desert. We 
finished up our support of Operation Enduring 
Freedom on a high note and kept busy right up 
until the end. We’d like to thank our Soldiers 
and the 569th for their great contributions during 
the Transfer of Authority. Thank you to all of 
our friends and family for their support during 
our time away. We have hit the ground running 
in an effort to get all of our equipment through 
the reset process and resume normal diving 
operations. The holiday season brought some 
well-deserved rest and recuperation and we wish everyone a Happy New Year! The 511th is already 
getting back into the spirit of diving and we are preparing to conduct many operational and training 
missions in the near future. We would like to welcome some new faces to the Trident Family: SSG Key 
(from dive school), SSG Karraker (from Hawaii), PFC Currey, PFC Evans, and PV2 Deitzler (all new 2C 
graduates). We look forward to the contributions they will make to the 511th during their time here. We 
would like to wish the best of luck to longtime Trident diving supervisor, SSG Broughton, as he and his 
wife move on to their next adventure at A/169 in PCB. Additionally, the “Duck Whisperer” 1LT 
Chrismon, will be moving on from his post as our XO. We wish him and his wife the best in their next 
assignment. 
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U.S. ARMY DIVER’S REUNION 2015 
“Our Greatest Legacy” 

 
The U.S. Army Diver’s Association (your Association) will be hosting the next diver’s reunion in just a 

few short months.  The reunion will be in Panama City Beach, Florida from 7 May to 10 May. 

 

Go to the website or use this link: (www.usarmydeepseadivers.com/events.html) to check out the basic 

reunion information and itinerary.  Reunion registration forms will be online at the website very soon. 

Pack up your family and get ready for some fun in Panama City Beach (World’s Most Beautiful Beaches). 

This is the second time that the Association has hosted a Diver’s Reunion in Panama City Beach.  It has 

been 10 years since we were there. 

 

Your reunion committee (led by Lou Rivera) has worked hard to put together a complete reunion and 

vacation package for all of our diving families.  Take a look at your list of diving buddies and contact 

them.  If they can’t go to the reunion, then at least make contact and have a short reunion on the phone. 

 

For more information visit the Reunion 2015 page on the Diver’s Association website: 

www.usarmydeepseadivers.com/events.html 

 

Our Greatest Legacy by Terry Bryant: Throughout our diving history there have been some major 

accomplishments that have occurred in the field, there have been divers in every major conflict, from 

World War II to Operation Iraqi Freedom. Over the years we have had divers stationed in Germany, 

Korea, Sinai, and Panama. We have performed all types of diving missions: demolitions, salvage, dam 

and bridge inspections, body recovery, and pipeline maintenance, just to name a few. Looking at these 

one could say that this is our greatest legacy, but without the people to perform all these missions none 

would have been done. So our greatest legacy is the people. People we can and do call friends. For this 

purpose the reunions were started so that we could get together and tell “there I was stories”, see old 

friends. No matter if you are still active or retired, we will always be Deep Sea Divers. The Legacy will 

continue because of the people. 


