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 30th Engineer Battalion 
74th Engineer Dive Detachment 
CPT Brian Wilson 
 
 Greetings from the deep!  The past six months has found Team 
Poseidon very busy and accomplishing many outstanding tasks.  To bring you 
all rapidly up to speed, since the last publication, CPT Charles Martin 
changed command with CPT Brian Wilson in August.  

 
September saw SSG 
Ray Cortright leading 
a mission to Olmsted 
Lock in Dam on the 
Ohio River between 
Illinois and Kentucky 
in which his team 
accomplished the 
primary mission in 
three days, freeing 
three days to 
accomplish two additional tasks and an in-depth 
survey of the existing lock for USACE. The 
absolutely professional execution of the mission 
will hopefully earn the ability to continue 
supporting the mission in the future.  
 
  
 

 
  
 

 October allowed the team’s Maintenance NCO, SSG 
Brandon Laspe, and the Supply NCO, SGT Daniel Baron, to 
impress their new commander by receiving approximately 
$60k of the $67k of shortages identified during the change 
of command inventories in August.  Their innate ability to 
identify, and solve a problem has garnered a lot of respect 
from our Battalion and Brigade Commanders for ensuring the 
unit has all of the equipment needed to operate.  
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1 74th En Dive  

3 86th En Dive 

5 511th En Dive 
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Our New Divers in Action! PFC Clark tends SPC Rabe’s first 
step into the abyss with Team Poseidon. 

SSG Cortright setting the standard for 
excellence through leadership. 
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 November and December saw a return to mission train up with the tasking to support Aberdeen 
Proving Ground Super Pond testing and USACE Portland early in 2014.  The team has been training 
skills necessary to execute; rigging, lift bags, dry suit, and ROV.  The ability to return to training and 
diving has been a great opportunity to showcase the excellent abilities of the NCOs and Soldiers to lead 
and execute outstanding training!  
 Throughout all of this, the team has had many Soldiers attending courses and schooling to further 
their abilities and enhance the capabilities of the team.  Three have been attending college through the fall 
semester, a couple attended Warrior Leader Course, some more have gone to EMT courses, and we can 
even add hyperbaric technician and underwater welding to the list!  The team has been deeply devoted to 
developing their personal and professional capabilities! 
 Hailing to the Team we have new divers SPC Julissa Rabe, PFC Royce Clark, and our new 
Executive Officer 1LT Andrew Kalna; our new maintenance tech SPC Delroy Bingham; existing divers 

SFC Joseph Wulczynski, SSG Patrick Morales, 
and SGT Evan Lock; and we welcome back a 
previous team Poseidon member, our medic, 
SGT Kisha Lloyd-Perry.  Unfortunately, we 
can’t keep growing and we have had to say 
farewell to CPT Charles Martin, who has since 
gone to Ft. Carson, CO to “work” with USACE, 
though suspicions exist he has tooled a leather 
saddle for his armament and rode off into the 
sunset. We also said good bye to, now, WO1 
Michael Randall (Formerly SFC), who is 
currently becoming a Boatie; hopefully, he will 
remember his roots and this will be beneficial to 
the team in the long run!  Finally, we are saying 
goodbye to SSGs Eric Bailey and William 
D’Angelo who are heading down to Panama City 
Beach, FL for a hardship tour (joking!) to shape 
and mold the new additions to the field!  Their 
expertise will be missed, but we know the field 
will be better off for their efforts in training the 
future of our community. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

LTC Paul Kremer, 30th Engineer Battalion Commander, takes 
the Guidon from CPT Charles Martin. 
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30th Engineer Battalion 
86th Engineer Dive Detachment 
CPT Matthew Schiller 
 
 Hooyah!  Redeployment is fast 
approaching for the Beavers!  The 86th has been 
conducting a steady flow of operations in the 
CENTCOM AOR.  The temperature in Kuwait 
has gone down since the summer but the tempo 
of operations has not.  Since arriving in Kuwait, 
the 86th has conducted operations in Oman, the 
UAE, Jordan, and at the Kuwait Naval Base.  
Ships husbandry and pier and vessel clearances 
have provided the bulk of the Detachment’s 
operational endeavors.  
  The Detachment has spared no 
time focusing on its own competencies during the 
breaks in operations.  SSG Byerle and SSG 
Ormond completed their First Class Diver 
requirements and are now appointed as unlimited supervisors.  SGT McDonald, SGT Corrales, and SPC 
Hunnicutt are nearly complete with the Salvage Diver requirements as well.  SGT Stancil, SGT 
McDonald, SGT Gasway, SGT Grew, and SPC Hunnicutt graduated from the Warrior Leader Course at 
Camp Buehring.   
 The Detachment has been able to provide training support to other deployed units.   The 86th 
facilitated General Support Aviation Battalion 1-189’s personnel recovery training which helped to certify 
UH-60 crews on the use of a hoisting basket. SFC Larrew volunteered several hours instructing the 
Navy’s EOD team at KNB.  He’s also spent time instructing medics from the KNB TMC to recognize 
diving related injuries. 
 We have added to the Deep Sea Beaver family.  We welcomed newborn Judah Grew to the dive 
side in late September.  1LT Gene LeHardy is joining the Detachment for its final weeks in theater as 
well.  We look forward to integrating the new dive officer into the Detachment and making sure SGT 
Grew gets his fair share of diaper changes completed before picking up missions next year in CONUS. 

 

  
  

One of several pier structures cleared by the 86th’s busy 
Beavers in support of Army vessels. 

In theater Change of Command between CPT Navarro and CPT Schiller. 
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SSG Ormond watches as his diver enters the water during the 
86th’s July Supervisor Training Exercise. 

Divers from the 86th were afforded the opportunity to conduct a dive with the Kuwait Navy’s Special Dive Unit.  The 
dive featured the Kuwaitis’ Aqua Lung DC-55 Semi-Closed rebreather. 

SPC Hunnicutt sparks his stinger as he 
practices his underwater welding techniques 

in Kuwait.  He put in an incredible effort 
during the train up and execution of the 
Detachment’s September Salvage Diver 

Exercise. 

Left: a UH-60 prepares to hoist another aviator from 
the Persian Gulf.  Below: SGT Gasway, the vessel 
NCOIC, delivers a safety brief before letting the 

aviation crews into the 86th’s boats. 
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30th Engineer Battalion 
511th Engineer Dive Detachment 
CPT Greg Bascomb and 1LT Zack Chrismon  
 

The Trident Team has been keeping busy since the last Bottom Times. As 2013 culminates, so 
does the 511th Dive Detachment’s preparation for deployment. By the next edition of the Bottom Times, 
we will be writing from the oil rich fields of the Kuwaiti Desert.  

 
 
We finished up the month of 

July with missions in Olmsted, IL and 
Fort Chaffee, AR. In Olmsted, we 
supported USACE Louisville district 
with maintenance and repairs on the 
Olmsted Locks and Dam construction 
project. At Fort Chaffee, we supported 
the 412th Theater Engineer Command 
during Operation River Assault 2013. 
This exercise gave our Soldiers the 
experience of participating in a 
deliberate wet-gap crossing utilizing 
the improved ribbon bridge.  

The 511th Dive Detachment made the most of the warm 
August weather by conducting both a salvage training exercise 
(SALVEX) and a reconnaissance of the Aberdeen Underwater 
Explosion Test Facility (UTF). Once recovery was complete from 
Olmsted and Fort Chaffee, the 511th shifted gears in order to 
prepare and execute its SALVEX at 3rd Port, Fort Eustis. The 
team had several days of classroom training on salvage 
operations before heading down to 3rd Port to perform the 
practical exercise. The team worked long hours surveying, 
patching, and de-watering their salvage project. By the last day of 
training, the team had successfully raised the project twice from 
the depths of 3rd Port. We ended August by sending a small team 
up to Aberdeen Proving Ground, MD in order to conduct a 
reconnaissance of the facility in an effort to locate any possible 
unknown hazards. The 511th Dive Detachment was selected to 

spearhead this initial effort in order to gather intelligence for future 
salvage and diving operations. The detachment’s reconnaissance efforts at Aberdeen Proving Ground 
served as the foundation for the reopening of the UTF.  

511th Soldiers perform swift water rescue support during River Assault 2013. 

Completion of SALVEX 2013! 
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In October, the 511th Dive Detachment’s pre-

deployment training culminated in a two week range 
exercise at Ft. Pickett, VA. The highlights of this 
exercise included the underwater demolition range, 
close quarters marksmanship range and Air Assault 
obstacle course. The 511th also managed to repair a 
drainage culvert at Sheepslog Lake during this 
exercise. After returning from the field, the unit 
successfully completed 100% inventories in late 
October before loading out our containers. After 
inventories, the 511th Dive as well as all the other dive 
units shared in an organization day in which all the 
dive families participated in a barbeque with games. 
The 511th Dive also gave back to the 
community by sorting toys with the Toys for 
Tots Program. 

 
As the heart of winter quickly approaches and the days grow shorter, the unit moves ever closer to 

deployment.  The month of December will be a short one for the 511th Dive Detachment. The team has 
just finished shipping its containers and conducting the last of its training and briefings before getting 
ready for block leave. 

 
Since the last Bottom Times, the Trident family has gained and lost a number of great Soldiers. 

The 511th would like to welcome 1SG Tommy Christesen and his family, SFC Joshua West and his 
family, and SGT Matt Tommaso. We would like to congratulate SGT Goldstein and family on the birth of 
their new baby boy, Riley Goldstein. While the 511th Dive is happy to welcome all the new members to 
the Trident family, we must also say farewell to a number of great Soldiers who have provided an 
immeasurable contribution to the team. 1SG Prater, SFC Wulczynski, SSG Schofield, SSG Morales, SGT 
Lloyd-Perry, and SGT Lock will be greatly missed and we wish them the best in all future endeavors.  

 

Soldiers work up charges during the underwater 
demolition range. 

Deployment Range Exercise - SPC Dilmore 
engaging targets at close quarters. 

“The Tough One”  
Fort Pickett Air Assault Obstacle Course 
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The 30th Engineer Battalion has passed both the guidon and the NCO saber since our last article. 

The Trident team would like to wish fair winds and following seas to LTC Ware and CSM Otero, while 
also welcoming in LTC Kremer and CSM Baumgartner. 
 

 

 

 

 
 

LTC Ware and the 30th Engineer Battalion showing support for 
USACE Louisville and the 511th/569th Dive Team at Olmsted, IL. 

The 511th came back from Olstmed, IL with 
some pretty big fish stories. 

511th/569th Soldiers (yellow shirts) perform maintenance on 
Olmsted’s catamaran barge. 

Divers preparing to enter the water during SALVEX. 
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30th Engineer Battalion 
544th Engineer Dive Detachment 
CPT Nathan Branen and Kurt Langley 
 
 Hello once again from the Seamonkeys!  We would like to start by recognizing the new leadership 
team in our higher headquarters, the 30th Engineer Battalion.  Our new commander, LTC Paul Kremer, 
conducted a change of command with LTC Ware back in July and CSM Baumgartner conducted a change 
of responsibility with CSM Otero in October.  In addition to the change of leadership in the 30th Engineer 
Battalion, the Fort Eustis dive detachments changed our 
supporting headquarters from the 7th Special Troops Battalion and 
moved to the 53rd Movement Control Battalion in November.  We 
appreciate all the support we received over the years from the 
STB and look forward to an equally warm relationship with the 
53rd. 
 As far as training is concerned, the 544th had a fantastic 
summer.  We started July by conducting a helocast with B CO 5-
159 Aviation Battalion.  The detachment was able to train on our 
hydrographic survey skills by mapping out the helocast area 
before making two jumps from a CH-47 “Chinook.”  It was 
exciting training and our thanks goes out to SFC Eric Shults for 
setting it up for us. 

Later in the month, 
the detachment took a trip to the Lake Rawlings SCUBA training 
facility here in Virginia.  We spent two days taking advantage of 
the deep, clear water and the wide variety of underwater objects to 
conduct SCUBA, lift-bag, sidescan sonar, and ROV training.  We 
spent the rest of the month conducting services and executing 
loadout for a US Army 
Corps of Engineers 
(USACE) support mission 
planned for August in 
Alaska. 
 The detachment 
deployed to Alaska on 12 
August and spent the rest 

of the month conducting inspections and repairs on a floating 
breakwater in the city of Ketchikan.  The job required the team to 
inspect 39 concrete anchor blocks and the anchor chains 
connecting them to the floating breakwater.  Some of the anchor 
chains were wearing through their connection points to the 
anchor blocks so divers used our HD 45 hammer drill and CH 18 
chipping hammer to expose new connection points.  We also 
installed an experimental anchor frame designed by the USACE Alaska engineers.  The frame’s purpose 

CH-47 “Chinook” does a fly-by after the 
Helocast. 

Soldiers ascend Lake Rawling’s steep 
bank. 

Divers placing the anchor frame on an 
anchor block in Ketchikan, AK. 
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is to serve as a new connection point on blocks where exposing a new connection point is not feasible.  
The work took us straight through August and into the first week of September when we re-deployed to 
Fort Eustis.  SSG Daniel Weber and 1LT Mark Hanabury were the NCOIC and OIC of the mission and 
did a fantastic job planning, coordinating, and executing the work.  We would like to thank USACE 
Alaska for the opportunity to exercise our capabilities in such an exotic location. 
 The rest of September was devoted to recovery operations and completing mandatory training 
requirements.  Dive training picked up again mid-October starting with an all-dive organizational day 
coordinated by the 74th Engineer Detachment.  We had a great time diving for coins, competing in sports 
events and sharing some good food.  Dive Lab Inc. visited Fort Eustis on 22-25 October to teach 
certification classes on a variety of diving equipment in preparation for our Unit Diving Program 
Inspection.  The NCOs of the 544th spent the last week of October teaching classes geared toward helping 
our Second Class Divers pass their upcoming Salvage Diver Board.  1SG Kurt Langley convened a 
Salvage Diver Board on 31 October during which two of our Second Class Divers, SGT Mark Evans and 

SGT Mitchell Howard, earned their Salvage Diver badges. 
 We spent the first two weeks of November training and 
preparing our equipment for a Salvage Exercise from 18-22 
November.  The detachment spent the week of the SALVEX 
constructing wood patches and welding metal patches onto a 
salvage project borrowed from the 511th.  That wraps up the 
major diving events for the detachment over the last six months.  
We are spending the rest of this year preparing for our Unit 
Diving Program Inspection in January. 
 The 544th has been pretty stable over the past six months 
with personnel turn-over, but we did have to say goodbye to our 
long-time medic SSG James Zachary, and our trusty supply 
specialist SGT Anttravese Smith.  SSG Zachary and his family 
are in Korea now and we wish them the best.  SGT Smith moved 
up to the Brigade PBO office and continues to do good things up 
there. 

We welcomed a new supply sergeant to the 544th in 
August, SGT Nicolas Martinez.  He hit the ground running and 
shows no sign of stopping.  We also welcomed two new babies 
into the 544th family as well.  SPC Michael Disinger had a baby 
boy, Michael, and SGT Mitchell Howard’s son, Colt, was the 
second baby boy the detachment has been able to welcome this 
year.  We wish the happy parents all the best. 

 

 
 
 
 

Soldiers hand the diver a salvage patch 
during the November SALVEX. 
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30th Engineer Battalion 
569th Engineer Dive Detachment 
CPT Michael Jappe 
 
 Greetings Deep Sea Community!  The Megalodons have 
had an action packed second half of 2013!  Immediately 
following the last published issue of Bottom Times we received 
a request through our higher command, the 30th Engineer 
Battalion, 20th Engineer Brigade (Combat) to conduct multiple 
missions in support of both the USACE New York District and 
elements of the Army Test and Evaluation Command located at 
Aberdeen Proving Ground, Maryland.    
 Upon completing a hydrographic survey mission in 
support of the 7th Sustainment Brigade’s Logistics Over the 
Shore (LOTS) exercise in Ft. Story, VA in late July, the 569th 
immediately began load-out for the annual Caven Point Marine 

Terminal 
refurbishment 
mission.  The marine terminal, located in Bayonne, N.J. 
directly across the bay from the Statue of Liberty, 
suffered damage in the wake of Hurricane Sandy.  The 
20th Engineer Brigade’s dive asset proved an excellent 
tool in providing both the surface and underwater 
engineer support necessary to restoring key systems at 
the marine terminal.  Under the excellent supervision of 
mission OIC 1LT Will Guinther and NCOIC SSG Joel 
Grover, the operation was completed ahead of schedule 
and 30% under budget.     
 At the publishing of this newsletter, the 569th is 
in the process of executing a large salvage operation in 
Maryland while simultaneously conducting a well-
coordinated transition from the 7th STB to the 53rd 
Movement Control Battalion.  DEEP SEA!   
 
 The 569th would also like to take this time to 
acknowledge our Soldiers’ many achievements.   
-PV2 Zsazhamar Davis promoted to Private First Class 
based on outstanding performance in his first six months 
with the unit! 
-SPC Scott Wilson promoted to Sergeant as a result of 
outstanding performance under increased leadership 
responsibilities! 
-SPC Matthew Tommaso promoted to Sergeant as a 

Soldiers of the 569th conducting a 
hydrographic survey in Fort Story in order 
to ensure clear avenues of approach for the 

Army watercraft participating in the 
exercise. 

PFC Miller and SGT Leforge prepare to enter the 
water to execute a detailed SCUBA inspection of 
the underwater support structure at Caven Point 

Marine Terminal. 
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result of outstanding performance and increased leadership responsibilities!  
-SSG Forkhamer promoted to Sergeant First Class based on outstanding performance as a Senior Diving 
Supervisor! 
 
 In closing, the 569th would like to wish fair winds and following seas to the following Soldiers 
leaving our organization:   
 
-SGT Matthew Tommaso transferred to 511th Dive Detachment for upcoming deployment. 
-SSG Scott Frederick, Joint Base Pearl Harbor-Hickam, Hawaii (7th Engineer Dive Detachment) 
-SSG Marcelo Gonzalez de Mendoza leaving the service after nine honorable years on active duty. 
-SGT Heather Alwine-Frank PCS to Korea 
-SGT Laquincy Mackey PCS to Fort Hood, TX 
-SGT Jonathan West transferred to 7th STB 
-CPT Michael Jappe, outgoing Commander PCS to Fort Leonard Wood, MO 
And a warm welcome to the unit’s newest Soldiers: 
*Special recognition to welcome our new 30th Engineer Battalion command team, LTC Paul Kremer and 
CSM William Baumgartner  
-CPT Daniel Arnold, 569th incoming Commander 
-SGT Michael Harris, 86th Rear Detachment Medic 
-1SG Milton Prater, First Sergeant 
-SPC Jonathan Manfredy, 86th Rear Detachment Mechanic 
-1LT Barrett LeHardy 86th incoming Executive Officer              
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 The Caven Point teams poses for a end of mission photo with LTC Kremer.  The unit worked 

tirelessly for three weeks to replace and repair 70 stringers in an effort to protect the concrete 
structure for years to come. 
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A/169th Engineer Battalion  
U.S. Army Engineer Dive School 
CPT Joseph Lunn 
 
 Season greetings from the Panhandle!  At the Naval Diving and Salvage Training Center, Alpha 
Company of the 169th Engineer Battalion has had an extremely successful last six months. Our Second 
Class Training teams’ currently have their hands full with two full classes on board.  Class 13-30 will be 
graduating within the month, on the 20th of December.  The nine students of Class 13-30 just completed 

their swift water diving unit and began their Field 
Training Exercise and Salvage Exercise.  The 
students are travelling up to Fort Rucker to train 
Land Navigation, a Leadership Reaction Course, 
and to qualify on M16’s.  Class 14-10 classed up 
in the beginning of November.  This class just 
completed pool week, pier side dives, and night 
dives.  Currently the class is out to sea, 
familiarizing themselves with their SCUBA rigs 
as they dive on some of the best wrecks this area 
has to offer.  This class has shown exceptional 
potential both in and out of the classroom. 
  
 Looking back a few months, we graduated 5 Marine Engineer Dive Officers, two A2C divers, and 
two Seabee divers.  From left to right they are 1LT Neville, 1LT Mccorkle, 1LT LeHardy, 2LT Jansky, 
CPT Arnold, SGT Rabe, PFC Clark, SW2 Huckabee, and EO2 Bobinchak.  These graduates continue to 
excel in their units and are constantly enhancing the Engineering Regiment.   

Both Army and Navy instructors take a photo during the filming of an Army-Navy football video. 

13-20-A2C/MEDO looking sharp at their graduation. 
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SFC Sherrod’s training 

team has given this class the best 
diving education and professional 
development ever seen at 
NDSTC.  Class 13-30 is under the 
watchful eye of SFC Tomlin.  
SFC Tomlin’s training team 
consists of SSG Tanfield as the 
proctor, and SSG Ford, and SSG 
Jarrard as instructors.  SSG 
Jarrard recently received his 
Demo Team Leader Qualification, 
allowing him to instruct and 
supervise Class 13-30 on the 
Demo Range at Tyndall Air Force 
Base. 

 Alpha Company just integrated the new mobile dive 
system, the BDASS, into NDSTC’s air stowage systems 
following a NAVFAC OOC4 certification.  The entire Army 
Training Team was pivotal in this systems certification as it 
is currently the only Navy certified BDASS in the Army.  We 
would like to thank SFC Bower and his fielding team for their outstanding support and efforts in fielding 
us this equipment in an efficient and professional manner.  TACOMs efforts enabled us to complete a 
smoother transition in certifying and integrating this new air system into NDSTC system. 
 Over the past six months Alpha Company has bid Farewell to the following Soldiers: MSG 
Christesen, SFC West, 1LT Doblar, SFC Niese, SSG “Doc” Anderson and SSG Kuhn. 
 We have welcomed to our training team the following Soldiers: SFC Sherrod, SSG Christesen and 
SSG Miltenberger. 

Students and Instructors go for an early morning run. 

Underwater weight handling. 

14-10-A2C/MEDO, 8 Counts for days! 
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 From NDSTC we hope that all had an enjoyable Holiday Season and until the next bottom times 
we wish you all fair winds and following seas!  Hooyah Deep Sea! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

14-10-A2C/MEDO, Pool week. 

14-10-A2C/MEDO, upon completion of pool week. 
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130th Engineer Battalion (Provisional)  
7th Engineer Dive Detachment 
CPT Rob Meyer and Dave Chebahtah 
 

Aloha again from 
Hawaii! In the six months since 
the last edition of the Bottom 
Times the 7th Dive Detachment 
has been tirelessly working to 
improve unit readiness and seek 
out great training opportunities 
throughout the Pacific Theater. 
First, it is important to recognize 
three divers who recently 
departed the team for either 
other assignments within the 
Army Dive Field or broadening 
assignments.  SSG Andrew 
Damon departed the 7th Dive in 
early September 2013 with 
assignment to the 544th Engineer 

Dive Detachment at Fort Eustis, 
Virginia.  SSG Damon was a 

valuable Salvage Diver and seasoned member of this team, and no doubt he brings great experience and 
knowledge with him to Fort Eustis.  Also, SFC Sean Rowley, his wife Angela and daughter Chloe are all 
in the process of departing Hawaii for majestic Fort Leonard Wood, Missouri.  SFC Rowley is another 
irreplaceable member of the 7th Dive Family as he served honorably with the team for the last three years.  
His professionalism and insight will be sorely missed.  We will also miss Frank, his ever-so mellow dog 
who routinely pitched love loafs throughout the detachment halls.  Finally, we had to bid farewell to 
1LT(P) Alessandro Licopoli, the team’s hard working Executive Officer.  1LT(P) Licopoli faithfully 
served with 7th Dive for over 21 months and was an integral part of the team’s deployment reset and move 
into their new building on Joint Base Pearl Harbor-Hickam.  We wish him, SFC Rowley and SSG Damon 
good luck, fair winds and following seas at their next assignments. Though we had to say goodbye to the 
above individuals, we also had the opportunity to welcome some new members to the team.  In June, 7th 
Dive welcomed SGT Dakota Rager and his wife Ashley as well as SPC Billy Emory with his wife Somer.  
SGT Rager comes from the mighty 544th Engineer Dive Detachment at Fort Eustis, VA where he served 
his first tour in the Army Dive Field.  SGT Rager has already established himself as a paragon of physical 
fitness within the dive detachment.  SPC Emory is a reclass Soldier with his previous specialty being Air 
Defense Artillery.  He brings with him a great perspective of sister-branch operability and has adapted 
extremely well to the fast pace and technical challenges associated with Army diving.  SPC Jared 
Eubanks and his wife Kristen were accepted into the 7th Dive detachment in July 2013.  SPC Eubanks, 
recently redeployed from Iraq, is our new MOS 91B wheeled vehicle mechanic.  While his wife Kristen is 

The team stops to take a picture during a recent hike to the Lanikai Pillboxes 
where you can see the Mokulua Islands in the background. 
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finishing school in Arizona he has been working hard to keep the 7th Dive vehicle fleet rolling along.  The 
most recent addition to the team is 1LT Jacob McCorkle who replaced 1LT Licopoli as the Executive 
Officer.  1LT McCorkle is a West Point graduate and recently graduated from Dive School at NDSTC.  
He has already shown great promise as the team’s executive officer and we look forward to more great 
things from him in the future. 

As for training exercises in the 
last six months, there have been many.  
In May, members of the team, under the 
direction of SSG Kyle Nicholas, 
conducted multiple hydrographic 
surveys of beaches on and around 
Marine Corps Base Hawaii in support of 
their range operations.  The primary 
function of these surveys will be to plan 
amphibious vehicle beach landings for 
training purposes and will serve as a 
navigation aid to avoid large coral 
growths around the beach landing areas.  
Simultaneously during these operations, 
SSG Bill Behr headed for Dallas, Texas 
to rejoin the Mesquite Police 
Department in the continued search for 
a lost person in Lake Ray Hubbard.  Using a new side-scan system currently in development by Marine 
Sonic and fielded by PM SKOT, SSG Behr spent almost two weeks searching different sites around the 
lake.  This also served as an unequaled opportunity to provide user feedback directly to developers 
regarding the effectiveness and usability of their new side-scan sonar system. 

One of the more memorable training 
exercises the 7th Dive has taken part in was 
executed in late July.  The U.S. Parks Service 
requested the team conduct surveys and 
inspections on the USS Arizona and 
surrounding area for historical archiving 
purposes.  Over the course of two weeks, 
members of the 7th Dive conducted diving 
operations on the USS Arizona to collect oil 
samples, place crack propagation gauges, and 
inspect the historic mooring key piles 
adjacent to the sunken vessel.  In the middle 
of these dive operations the team was able to 
welcome MG Stephen Lyons, 8th Theater 
Sustainment Command (8TSC) Commanding 
General, to participate in a dive to present 

MG Lyons, CPT Sann and CPT Meyer pose following CPT Sann’s 
award ceremony on the deck of the USS Arizona. 

SPC Billy Emory leaves surface and descends to the bottom during 
7th Dive’s annual Deep Blue training event. 
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CPT Scott Sann, previous 7th Dive Commander, with his ETS award.  On the deck of the USS Arizona 
CPT Sann received his award, pinned by MG Lyons.  It was truly a Deep Sea sendoff.  

Shortly following the USS Arizona mission, the 7th Dive conducted operation Deep Blue.  
Originally planned to take place on Kauai, this training occurred on Oahu due to vessel maintenance 
issues.  In spite of this unfortunate change of plans, Supervisors and Master Diver Candidates still 
received great training on SCUBA, Surface Supplied and Recompression Chamber scenarios.  Using LSV 
4 as a dive platform and setting the dive station to replicate the layout of the Panama City Beach YDTs,  
all supervisors were adequately challenged with scenarios closely mirroring what they can expect to see at 
Master Diver evaluations.  Even SFC Joe Wulczynski from Fort Eustis was able to attend part of the 
training, but sadly, his TDY was cut short due to the temporary government shutdown, which occurred in 
early October.  Overall the training was valuable for supervisors and diving actors, alike, and many great 
lessons were learned as a result of this training event. 

Not more than three weeks 
after concluding Deep Blue did the 
team quickly shift into construction 
operations during Shallow Brown. 
Starting in early November, 18 
members of 7th Dive traveled to the 
Big Island to assist the State of 
Hawaii Department of Land and 
Natural Resources (DLNR) with 
repairing damage sustained at 
Keauhou Harbor during tsunamis 
in years’ past.  Over the course of 
three weeks the 7th Dive, with help 
from Sea Engineering, a local 
underwater engineering and 
construction company, worked 
diligently to make the necessary 
repairs.  With individual diving 

tasks spanning all facets of Army 
Diver construction capabilities, 
there was no shortage of quality 
training during this event.  From 

dredging to form building and underwater welding to hydraulic tool operations, Shallow Brown turned 
out to be a one of the most comprehensive and ambitious projects undertaken by any members of the 
team.  The mission ended with complete success and all portions of the project inspected, verified and 
certified by professional engineers from DLNR. 

The final training event of the year, which is taking place as this article is being written, is part of 
a humanitarian mine action (HMA) initiative developed at the PACOM level.  For 12 days, an eight diver 
team will travel to Sihanoukville, Cambodia to provide military diving classes, equipment maintenance 
oversight and basic salvage training to members of the first-ever Cambodian Mine Action Center 
(CMAC) dive team.  This team of Cambodian divers, once fully trained, will be capable of safely diving 

Shallow Brown Pictures – Clockwise from Top Left: The team takes a break to 
take-in a great Hawaiian sunset; SGT Bullington and SPC Whisman inspect 

rebar placement on one of the piles; SSG Nielsen welds some rebar cages; SGT 
Karraker gets started with the demolition of the pier corner. 
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throughout Cambodia’s littoral waterways to find, mark and remove unexploded ordinance from past 
conflicts.  This HMA mission is a three-phase operation with the first occurring this December.  Over the 
course the next three phases, members of 7th Dive will slowly transition responsibility and authority to 
junior leaders within the CMAC dive team and certify them to continue training the next generation of 
Cambodian divers. 

In August, the 7th Dive Detachment hosted the first annual Copper Collar Challenge. 13 teams 
from throughout 130th Engineer Brigade and 25th Infantry Division showed up to take part and compete 
in the grueling physical event.  With times ranging between 3.5 to 4 hours for teams to complete the 12.5 
mile course, every competitor was thoroughly exhausted by the end of the event.  The afternoon 
concluded with a full-on luau and awards ceremony to recognize the top teams. 

One of many challenges the 7th Dive has encountered over the last six months is another higher 
headquarters transition.  In August, the team moved from the 84th Engineer Battalion, with which the team 
resided for only four months, to the 130th Engineer Battalion (Provisional).  With the deployment of the 
130th Engineer Brigade to Afghanistan and the restructure of units associated with the headquarters’ 
departure, 7th Dive was reassigned to the provisional battalion headquarters.  Though challenging to 
transition battalions twice within six months, members of 7th Dive have adapted well to the change and 
continue to show their resilience.  Hopefully settled for a while, the team looks forward to focusing on 
challenging training events and preparing for whatever contingencies come their way. 

With future dive training opportunities in Cambodia, Korea, Italy and throughout the Hawaiian 
Islands, the next edition of the Bottom Times will likely have just as many great stories as this one.  
Please, if you have not already done so, check out our 7th Dive Facebook page where you can find weekly 
updates and more pictures of the above events.  Until the next publication, we wish you Pomaika`i, Aloha, 
and Deep Sea! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Members of 7th Dive formed two separate teams to compete during the Copper Collar 
Challenge.  Above you can see members of those teams giving their all to earn the 

coveted Copper Collar Cup! 
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B/169th Engineer Battalion  
Phase One Dive Course 
SSG Sam Winter 
 
 Army Diver Phase 1 is welcoming in the New Year with its first class of the year on January 13th. 

We are also welcoming new course chief, Master Diver Sean Rowley. SFC Rowley arrived in late 
December, he is settling in with his wife and daughter and is already set to begin teaching. We said 
goodbye to SSG Dave Gills, who finally went back to Virginia after more than 3 years as an instructor 
and course chief. Over the past 6 months we have been busy spreading the word about our program, we 
put together an NCOPD and presented it to the drill sergeants of the 31st and 35th Engineer Battalions, 
informing them how they can better prepare Soldiers for our course while they are still in basic training.  

 
SSG Turner has been working hard to visit the Soldiers during basic training and tell them what will be 
expected of them and he even conducts PT with them during his free time.  It has helped Soldiers a great 
deal to meet Army divers while in basic training and have some of their questions answered as opposed to 
hearing rumors of what goes on at our program and that they will not make it. Since July we have 
graduated 15 Soldiers and sent them on to Phase 2 in Panama City. The Dive Officer Selection was held 
last fall and 5 engineer officers were chosen to attend the Phase 1 course. They will be in the class 
beginning January 13th. We continue to work with SFC Lester, the training developer, to develop ways to 
increase our graduation percentage as well as providing feedback while he rewrites the entire curriculum.  

Students learning the hard way to pay attention. Learning to do flutter kicks Army Diver style! 
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Phase One Dive Course 
Cont. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

SSG Turner shows students what a Dive Helmet looks like. 

Log PT….Get some! 
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Chief Diving Supervisor and Bottom Times Editor 
MSG Ray Ramirez 
 

Greetings from the freezing temperatures of Fort 
Leonard Wood!  Let me start off by saying I hope 
everyone was afforded the opportunity to have some 
down time this past holiday season and I wish everyone 
the best for this upcoming New Year.  I’m sure this will 
be the best year yet.   

Since the last issue of the Bottom Times, we have 
continued to do great things as a diving community.  I’m 
always impressed with all our accomplishments as an 
organization.  Divers do more interesting missions than 
any other MOS.  It’s truly impressive and something 
everyone should be proud of.  Please continue to keep up 
the great work.  I truly enjoy sending this out to our 
leaders throughout the Engineer community.     

As a community we are moving forward.  In the 
past six months, we have completed a lot. The following 
summarize some of the more important projects or 
initiatives:   
Doctrine: Finally our doctrine is starting to shape up. 
SFC Lester worked hard on getting the STRAC updated and approved. We hope to see an increase in our 
C-4 sometime in FY15.  SFC Tomlin and his group did a fantastic job with the Swift Water Manual.  This 
should be out in 2014.  I am working closely with the Medical Standards Staff Office for the Surgeon 
General of the Army updating our section of AR 40-501.  I have added the waiver process along with 
many other updates.  A special thanks goes out to SSG Anderson for all his help with this project.  In 
addition to these manuals, we made many changes to both FM 3-34 (Engineering Operations) and FM 3-
34.400 (General Engineering).  I’ve seen both draft publications and our sections look great.  All our 
changes and more were added. Thanks for everyone who contributed to these changes.  Unfortunately, our 
most important manual, AR 611-75 has been plagued with a bunch of road blocks.  I can only hope this is 
out by summer of 2014.   
 UDPI:  Our UDPI program is up and running.  We have made a lot of great changes to the program and 
are always looking at ways to improve it.  With that said, 1SG Green, SFC Bower and I will accompany 
the Navy on one of their inspections.  We will look at their program and try to incorporate their best 
practices into our program.   If anyone has anything they would like to see in the inspection, just let me 
know.  As for the inspection itself, I have already inspected the 511th and will inspect 74th, 544th, and 
569th in January followed by the 86th and 7th sometime in the summer or fall of 2014.   
Personnel: You should have seen a lot of changes in personnel over the last few months and should 
continue to see a lot of changes in the upcoming months.  My goal is to keep the Soldiers on a three to 
four year rotation.  To maximize moves, I try to use Fort Eustis as a hub.  Please understand sometimes 
promotions, TOS, ETS, EFMP, and other issues make this impossible (SFC Bower).  In addition, I will do 
my best to keep time on station down to less than four years.  Therefore, if you are coming up on four 
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years, please don’t buy a house and then ask me to keep you there.  I will continue to take requests and 
work with Soldiers on where they want to go.  If you would like to request an upcoming assignment, 
please work with your unit First Sergeants.    
Websites: SFC Lester and I have created a miBook site on milSuite.  The site will be used for 
collaboration and dissemination of information.  It’s open to all Army Divers and is a great way for junior 
divers to stay in the loop.  I recommend everyone join the site and choose to receive email notifications.  
This will allow you to receive our information without logging back into milBook.  The site can be found 
at https://www.milsuite.mil/book/groups/army-engineer-dive-field.  In addition to the milBook site, we 
have brought back the AKO site.  The AKO site will be used to store our approved documents as they 
relate to the DOTMLPF spectrum.  The site can be found at https://www.us.army.mil/suite/page/669213.  
Please let either SFC Lester or I know if you can’t get on the site.   
Diving: We have done quite a bit of diving.  According to DJRS the following units have completed the 
following amount of diving for FY13:  
 
74th-13,775 min with 326 dives  
 
511th-5,696 min with 106 dives 
 
544th-3,892 min with 156 dives 
 
86th- 3,388 min with 42 dives 
 
569th- 2,390 min with 67 dives 
 
7th - Not reported via DJRS   
 
A/169th- 72,742 min with 941 dives 
 
FLW- Not reported via DJRS 
 
Congratulations to the 74th for having the most Bottom Time of FY13.  As for 7th and FLW, both units 
should start to report their dives in DJRS this upcoming year.   
  
 As for the Bottom Times, I would like to thank everyone for their article submissions.  I know 
many people look forward to reading the latest and greatest about Army diving.  In addition, if there is 
anyone that did not receive this newsletter via email and would like to, send your contact information to:  
raymond.j.ramirez@us.army.mil 
  

Going to work! 

 
 

https://www.milsuite.mil/book/groups/army-engineer-dive-field
https://www.us.army.mil/suite/page/669213
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Training Developer 
SFC Roger Lester 
 
 The last five months have been a very busy time for me as the 12D Training Developer.  The 
Individual Critical Task Lists (ICTLs) for the Engineer Diver skill levels 1-4 and Marine Engineer Dive 
Officers have been updated in the Training Development Capability (TDC) program.  In 2014 these 
Critical Task Lists will be available through the Digital Training Management System (DTMS) to 
enhance unit training strategies.  The next phase will involve me building the undeveloped tasks within 
TDC.  This process will take some time and, for the moment, has taken a side seat to the curriculum 
development of the Phase 1 Course.  So far, I have updated 80% of the lesson plans, PowerPoint 
presentations, and student handouts for the course.  The changes have received positive feedback from the 
Phase 1 instructors and will now begin the long process of review and approval through TRADOC.   
 As mentioned in my last article, I have been working with Mr. Bowen from the Collective 
Training Division to update the Engineer Diver’s training allocation for demolition materials.  The 
updated strategy was based on the plan proposed by CPT Martin during the Dive Conference last year at 
Fort Eustis.  That plan was adjusted slightly to incorporate newer MDI components which have replaced 
outdated items.  Overall, units will receive a training allocation that allows greater flexibility in shot 
planning, reduces the number of excess items, and saves the Army money.  Recently, MSG Ramirez and I 
attended a Council of Colonels video teleconference for the 12D demolition allocation review which 
received approval for FY15.  The new allocations can be found on the Engineer Dive Field milSuite site. 
 Moving forward, I will continue development of the Phase 1 curriculum and Individual Critical 
Tasks for Engineer Divers.  When these tasks are approved, they will be incorporated into Soldier 
Training Publications for each skill level.  After initial development, each individual task will be posted to 
the Engineer Diver milSuite site for additional input from the field.  My goal is to develop training 
products that will become valuable tools which are used by the detachments to plan and conduct training.  
Please encourage all of your Soldiers to sign up for the milSuite site and provide their input.   
 Finally, I will leave you with the following epic tale of battle.  There I was, on the wintry evening 
of December 4th, fortunate enough to 
play in the Annual Turkey Bowl flag 
football game between the NCOs and 
Officers of the U.S. Army Engineer 
School.  It was a long and grueling 
battle with both sides performing at 
the top of their game, pride on the line 
and hell bent on victory.  The battle 
waged back and forth into the night, 
but in the end, the NCOs were 
victorious; barely edging out their 
skilled opponents by a score of 35-0.  
Have a safe and Happy New Year and 
continue to put your best fin forward 
while doing the great things that divers 
do!        

Final Score: NCOs 35 / Officers 0 
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12D Capabilities Developer  
SFC Thomas Kneipp 
     
 Greetings from frozen Fort Leonard Wood! It’s been a cold and wet winter so far! Things have 
been busy since the last Bottom Times issue. All CPDs are now approved except for one still in staffing.  
That means the Army sees them as valid requirements and the programs are moving into the modeling, 
contracting, and testing phases. Most are still a couple years out, but we are steadily moving towards our 
goal of completely modernizing the field’s equipment. And speaking of progress, you are now able to turn 
in your old 88.5 compressors by following the guidance sent out by the item manager via MSG Ramirez.  
The request to obsolete the LIN has also been sent way above my office, so it won’t be long now until 
they are off of our TOE as well. Compressors will be the next thing to hit the streets, hopefully sometime 
this FY if all goes according to plan.  
On a personal note, I would like to welcome my wife to the Deep Sea family! Megan and I were married 
on 24 August.  
 

 
                            

 
 


