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 Chief Diving Supervisor and Bottom Times 

Editor 
MSG Ray Ramirez 

 

The Bottom Times is back!  If you didn’t know, I am the new 12D 

Chief Diving Supervisor (CDS) and Editor for the Bottom Times.  My plan is 

to conduct the newsletter on a semiannual basis.  I’m shooting for January 1
st
 

and July 1st, so if you’re interested in submitting an article, please send them 

about 30 days prior.  Ensure you include plenty of pictures as they say a 

thousand words.  My contact information is:  

      

Email: raymond.j.ramirez@us.army.mil 

Commercial: (573) 563-7192 

Cell: (804) 854-3840  

 

I would like to thank retired MSG Michael VonKeyserling for 

everything he has done over the past year.  I truly didn’t understand the 

magnitude of what he was handling in his short tenure until I took over as the 

CDS.  He was working everything from Doctrine to new recruit waivers.  He 

was definitely one of the best and he will truly be missed.  I promise to continue his hard work and do my 

best to lead our dive field into the future.   

Since I have taken over, I have been busy trying 

to establish a permanent change of station standard.  I 

want to make it clear that I will execute all personnel 

moves fairly.  I plan on using JBLE as the hub so JBLE 

Soldiers have the best chance of moving.  I will also try 

and keep Soldiers moving from MTOE positions to TDA 

positions. Please keep in mind, there are more MTOE 

positions, therefore, some will have to do back to back 

MTOE tours.  I would appreciate everyone’s support in 

this matter as we move forward.  Looking forward, I will 

need to fill a few positions this summer at Fort Leonard 

Wood as SSG Gills and SSG Weider’s time on station 

comes to an end.  If anyone is interested, please let me 

know.   

In closing, I would like to congratulate our 

newest Master Divers, SFC Lester and SFC Rowley.  

Both did an exceptional job and should be very proud of 

their accomplishment.  Hooyah! DeepSea! 
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Joint POW/MIA Accounting Command (JPAC) 
SFC Tyler Dodd 

 

I am proud to have the privilege to write 

the first of many Bottom Times article for the 

Underwater Recovery Section of JPAC’s 

Investigation & Recovery Group.  I feel it is only 

fitting to provide a brief overview of JPAC as a 

good portion of the field has not yet been on a 

mission with us.  JPAC’s mission is to bring 

home fallen service members from our nations 

past conflicts dating all the way back to World 

War II.  The overwhelming majority of JPAC’s 

current missions are land-based excavations.  

However, 1/5 of our nations missing in action 

are suspected to be underwater, hence the need 

for a section specializing in underwater 

excavation and recoveries.  Thanks to my 

predecessors, MAJ G.A. Mitroka and MAJ Tom 

Darrow this section became a reality in February 

of this year. 

M-Team is currently conducting 3 recovery missions and 2 investigation missions per year.  Each 

mission lasts from 45 – 60 days in austere environments diving from multiple different platforms, ships, 

barges, small boats, piers and river banks.  This year’s missions have taken me to the Socialist Republic 

of Vietnam, Canada, France and as I write this I am currently embarked onboard the USNS Salvor 

conducting multiple investigations in the waters surrounding Papua New Guinea.  Next year will be 

kicked off with a bang as members of 7
th

 Engineer Dive 

Detachment will join me for what is bound to be an epic 

adventure in the Kingdom of Cambodia where we will 

hopefully finish the recovery that the 544
th

 started in 

2011.  Following Cambodia I will move to Vietnam with 

members of MDSU 1. 

Over the next few months JPAC and specifically 

M-Team will be continuing to evolve.  With the help of 

the good folks at PM-SKOT and my good buddy Master 

Diver Kneipp we have begun the pain-staking process of 

ordering equipment through the supply system… As 

anyone who has been in the dive field for the past decade 

can attest to, this is a very SLOW process, but we are 

staying positive.  We will additionally be moving a few 

more billets within JPAC into the underwater section.   

JPAC utilizes the help of augmented units from MSC and 

USN to sift through debris dredged from a known plane 

crash off the coast of Canada. 

MDV Dodd and navy dive buddy descend to 130” to 

conduct excavation operations off the coast of 

Canada. 
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By the end of FY13 we expect to have the military’s first legitimate joint-service dive team.  Our organic 

capabilities will be focused on conducting investigation missions only, we will still continue to rely on the 

Army and Navy dive detachments to support us with bodies and equipment for recovery missions.  We 

expect for our team to consist of an Army Diving Officer, Army Master Diver, Army First Class Diver, 

Navy EOD Tech, Army Special Forces Diving Medical Technician, USMC Combatant Diver and a Navy 

Underwater Photographer.  

I feel truly blessed to be fortunate enough to serve in 

this duty assignment, conducting what I feel to be the most 

important mission in the military. 

For more information regarding JPAC please feel 

free to contact me at tyler.dodd@jpac.pacom.mil. 

To the Commanders and Master Divers, if you are 

interested in your unit supporting future JPAC Operations 

please contact me ASAP as we are currently scheduling the 

FY14 OP Plan.   

Until Their Home!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

JPAC personnel at sunset wrapping up another 

mission in Canada. 

JPAC divers Capt Byron Owen and Master Diver Dodd surveying a wreck site in Simpson Harbor, 

off the coast of Rabual, Papua New Guinea. 
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7
th

 Engineer Dive Detachment 
CPT Scott Sann 

 

Aloha from the 7
th

 Engineer Dive 

Detachment!  After the long and 

arduous process of getting the unit 

through reset following a 12 

month deployment in support of 

Operation New Dawn, 7
th

 Dive 

has reloaded with a new roster and 

is prepared to conduct diving 

operations throughout PACOM.  

We’ve had the opportunity 

to welcome a host of both new 

and accomplished divers and 

support crew to our ranks: 1SG 

Dave Chebahtah, SSG Bill Behr, 

SSG Kyle Nicholas, SSG Sven 

Neilsen (with his wife Kiki), SGT 

Tim Van Den Bos, SPC George 

Botsko, SPC Bruce Black, PFC 

Caleb Whisman, PFC Sam Schreier, and PFC Tony Garcia.  It can be daunting being the only Army dive 

detachment in this part of the world, but this influx of great talent will ensure the detachment is successful 

for the next couple of years. 

 The team has been conducting individual training with major exercises such as Deep Blue and 

Shallow Brown focusing on our 

Diving Supervisors and Second 

Class Divers, respectively.  SFC 

Beau Woodcox and SSG Behr did 

a great job during Deep Blue by 

running scenarios off the coast of 

the Big Island for three weeks.  By 

the conclusion of the event, SSG 

(P) Sean Rowley was well 

prepared to attend (and conquer) 

Master Diver evaluations in 

November.  A big congratulations 

goes out to Master Divers Rowley 

and Roger Lester for their great 

performances at SLC! 

7th dive had the opportunity to conduct an inspection of the support pylons 

under the USS Arizona memorial for the national parks service. 

Group photo at the conclusion of Deep Blue. 
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 What’s next for the 7
th

?  We’ve been hard at work establishing new contacts throughout the island 

and are preparing for a number of real world training 

opportunities throughout FY13.  Partners include the 

Joint POW/MIA Accounting Command (JPAC), the 

University of Hawaii at Coconut Island, a variety of 

Navy diving and engineering units, USACE-Honolulu, 

the Humanitarian Mine Action office at PACOM, and a 

repeat mission with the Mesquite Police Department in 

Texas.  With such a high tempo, we’re looking forward 

to finding out just what our team is capable of. 

 From the 7
th

 Dive Ohana, we wish everyone a 

happy (and safe) holiday season and best wishes for the 

New Year!  Hooyah!  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The unit conducted a 65 mile road march in November in 

honor of their parent Battalion. During training, 1LT 

Licopoli shares a drink with SGT Bullington as SSG Rowley 

looks on. 

A diver conducts a front step entry during Deep 

Blue. 7th Dive joined forces with Navy Mobile 

Diving and Salvage Unit (MDSU) One and Seal 

Delivery Vehicle (SDV) Team One during three 

weeks of training off the Big Island. 

Members of 7th Dive and 65th EN BN FSC conduct joint 

training on concrete pouring and form construction. 
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74
th

 Engineer Dive Detachment 
CPT Charles Martin 
 

Greetings from Kuwait!  The 74
th

 has been “boots on ground” for around three months, and we 

have certainly been busy.  So far, we have conducted multiple boat inspections at KNB, hosted a visit 

from SMA Chandler, conducted M4/M9 qualification, and supported a local aviation brigade with water 

rescue training.  Theater missions outside of Kuwait have slowed down greatly compared to other 

deployments, but the 74
th

 is taking advantage of this to continually conduct steady state training. 

 In mid October, the 27
th

 BSTB Command Sergeant Major notified the 74
th

 that the Sergeant Major 

of the Army was visiting KNB, and that he specifically requested to visit the 74
th

 Engineer Dive 

Detachment.  The NCOs in the unit briefed him on our capabilities and equipment.  He was thoroughly 

impressed, and presented each member of the Detachment with an SMA coin.  I presented him with one 

of the coveted 74
th

 Engineer Detachment Coins for his excellence demonstrated by his ability to convince 

the Chief of Staff of the Army to get rid of the beret. 
 

 
SMA Chandler poses with members of the 74

th
 after his visit. 
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Also in October, the 74
th

 conducted a rifle 

and pistol range to qualify all Soldiers in the 

Detachment on their assigned and alternate 

weapons.  SPC Lavassaur scored the highest on 

both rifle and pistol, hitting 39 out of 40 for each.  

Several members of the Detachment qualified as 

expert, but SPC Lavassaur holds the undisputed title 

as “Top Shot” for the 74
th

. 

During the past three months, we have 

supported the theater aviation brigade in satisfying 

their over-water rescue training requirements.  So 

far, we have supported six of their training 

evolutions and trained over 60 aviators.  The 

training consists of PFD usage, survival swimming techniques, and hook-up procedures for live hoist via 

helicopter.  We will be conducting helocasting training in early December.  We have provided local 

support to Army, Navy, and Coast Guard watercraft here at KNB for requirements ranging from 

inspection to recovery of lost items.   

In recreational activities, the 74
th

 continues the 569
th

 tradition by dominating the weekly fitness 

challenges at KNB.  On over half of the base-wide challenges, the 74
th

 has either placed someone first, 

second, or both.  SPC Whitley won the Halloween 5k with a time of just over 18 minutes.  The 74
th

 had 

two teams in the KNB volleyball tournament, and won both 2nd and 3
rd

 place. 

SGT Rodrigo Novoa and SPC Waylon Whitley are currently attending WLC at Camp Buering in 

northern Kuwait.  I am sure they will continue the standard that the attendees from the 569
th

 set, and make 

the commandant’s list. 

The 74
th

 looks forward to supporting two theater operations in the near future, conducting the 

upcoming “Arabian Blue” supervisor qualification exercise in January, and doing a SALVEX in March.  

We wish everyone a happy holiday season, and we will see you in about six months! 

SGT Lapse shoots the M9 from the kneeling position. 

SGT Kristopher Brown aids in recovering SPC Brandon 

Summerville into a Zodiac during a simulated casualty 

exercise. 

SPC 

Brandon 

Summervill

e assists in 

over-water 

rescue 

training at 

KNB. 
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86th
 
Engineer Dive Detachment 

CPT Jon-Paul Navarro 
 

It has been another successful year in the books for the Mighty Beavers of 86
th

 Dive. Over the 

course of 2012, 86
th

 carried out numerous training events and operations all over the U.S. as well as in the 

Bahamas.  Early this year, we learned we will be deploying in early 2013 and since then we have been 

moving out like a speeding train. 

 After a few months of dive 

supervisor training at 3
rd

 Port, SSG 

Chaise Turner’s graduation of the 

USCG Ice Diving Course, and 

some ranges and land navigation 

training at Fort Pickett, VA, we 

decided to kick it up a notch and 

take on the colossal challenge of 

executing the dive field’s annual 

deep dive training event in the 

beautiful Andros Island, Bahamas.  

This year’s DEEP BLUE OIC and 

NCOIC, 1LT Ezra “King Kong” 

Swanson and SSG David Craig, did 

an incredible job of planning the 

exercise that consisted of personnel 

from three separate dive 

detachments.  We headed to the U.S. Navy Atlantic 

Undersea Testing and Evaluation Center (AUTEC) 

on Andros Island and for two straight weeks the 

diver supervisors of 86
th

, 511
th

, and 74
th

 were trained 

and evaluated intensely on SCUBA, Surface 

Supplied Diving, and Chamber operations.  All 

divers had the once-in-a-lifetime opportunity to dive 

to 190 feet and stand on the edge of the Tongue of 

the Ocean, a 6000 foot deep cliff. What an 

incredible experience!  Special thanks to the crew of 

the U.S. Army Chickahominy LCU who transported 

our equipment and let us dive off their ramp, Master 

Divers extraordinaire SFC Tomlin and 1SG Green, 

and the amazing personnel of AUTEC. 

 

 

 

 

Hanging out at their decompression stop in Andros Island, Bahamas. 

SSG Broughton and SPC Zeman posing for the camera 

while tending divers in the water. 
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There was no rest for the weary as shortly after 

SSG Brent Byerle and SSG David Craig took a recon team 

out to Houston, TX to inspect a 40’ long barge that had 

sunk in the Houston Channel.  This was our first time 

working with the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, 

Galveston, TX District and a chance to put our salvaging 

skills to the test.  After a thorough and weeklong 

inspection, the Galveston District leadership was 

impressed by the divers’ hard work and professionalism 

and we were asked to come back in October 2012 to 

remove the barge.  The removal of the barge took two 

weeks of BROCO cutting, rigging, and jetting and truly 

tested the mettle of our divers.  But in the end the barge 

was defeated and removed out of the Houston Channel in 

several pieces. 

It was 86
th

’s turn this year to take on the much fought over Caven Point Marine Terminal, NJ pier 

rehabilitation mission in support of USACE New York District.  SSG Turner was the man in charge and 

did an absolutely outstanding job.  It took the team the last three weeks of August to do reconstruction of 

portions of the finger pier system, remove approximately 120 tons of collected debris from the Hudson 

River, and the unpleasant task of jetting mud and silt several feet deep from underneath the dry dock.   

The Deputy District Commander of New York, LTC Michael Clancy, and the North Atlantic Division 

Commander, COL Kent Savre, met with the team toward the end of the mission and expressed their 

thanks and gratitude for all the good work we did. 

 

SGT Streiler shows his excitement as the first 

section of barge is successfully removed from the 

water. 

After twelve 

days of 

diving 

operations 

the barge is 

successfully 

removed 

from the 

channel and 

placed on 

the material 

barge. 
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Finally, the Divers of 86
th

 were tested 

on their rapid deployment abilities when in 

the early morning hours of Saturday, 

November 3
rd

, we were told to head to the 

New York City area and assist with the relief 

efforts from Hurricane Sandy.  A few hours 

later, 17 Divers from 86
th

, 511
th

, and 544
th

 

headed to New York.  For twelve straight 

days, the Divers worked tirelessly all over the 

NY/NJ area to help the local people.  The 

team returned to Caven Point and repaired 

piers and a quay wall that the storm surge had 

badly damaged.  The divers replaced missing 

and damaged lumber on the piers allowing the 

USACE New York District survey vessels to dock.  Six Divers hastily repaired a damaged drainage pipe 

at an AMTRAK station in Kearney, NJ which prevented further flooding in the facility. Another six 

Divers conducted a joint diving operation with the U.S. Navy Divers and inspected the Battery Park piers 

in Manhattan, NY in order to assess the overall damage from the hurricane.  The team also assisted the 

New York Fire Department in the dewatering of the PATH subway tunnel that runs from New Jersey to 

the World Trade Center.  Over a 5 day span, the divers worked diligently with the FDNY to move 

pumping equipment in order to remove all water that had completely flooded the entire tunnel.  Finally, 

the Divers went to Roxbury, NY and 

dewatered 11 residences which had been 

flooded and removed over 110,000 

gallons. After non-stop work for 12 days, 

the Divers redeployed to Fort Eustis, VA 

on November 15, 2012 and headed back 

to their much missed families and friends. 

The Beavers welcomed several 

new Deep Sea Divers into their ranks: 

SGT Scott Loehr, SPC Thomas “Honey 

Badger Boo” Hunnicutt, 1LT Ezra “King 

Kong” Swanson, and SPC David Corrales. 

We also welcomed a new supply clerk, 

SPC Warren Thomas.  We also said our 

fond farewells to some great Leaders and 

Soldiers: SGT Daniel Davis, SSG Steven 

Jarrard, SGT Joseph Victorian, and CPT 

John Maxwell.   

As always the members of the 86th Engineer Dive Detachment wish all of you fair winds and 

following seas. Until next time, Hoo Yah and Deep Sea! Beaver 6 Out! 

 
 

COL Savre, the North Atlantic Division Commander for 

USACE, made a site visit and took time to brief the divers on the 

importance of their mission and training. 

The Corps of Engineers Crane ship removes a section of cut up 

debris from the water on the South End of the Wharf.  Over 120 

tons of debris was removed. 
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A/169
th

 Engineer Battalion  

U.S. Army Engineer Dive School 
1LT Peter Doblar 

 

The mission of Alpha Company of Training and Molding Engineer Divers continues.  With a new 

year, new batches of divers are ready to join the detachments with the skills needed to help the dive field.  

Even as the cadre at Alpha Company changes, the professionalism and motivation displayed by the staff 

stays strong and true.   They continue to make NDSTC the premiere location in the world to train military 

divers.  To see the latest news and pictures follow us on Facebook at “A/169
th

 Engineer Battalion – US 

Army Engineer Dive School”.   

 

Training and Molding Engineer Divers 

The dive field would like to recognize the 

newest Master Divers (MDV) SFC Lester and SFC 

Rowley. In 2012, two separate MDV Evaluations were 

conducted.  MDV evaluations share similarities with 

the mission of route clearance; sitting below decks for 

hours, just waiting for something to happen; then to be 

followed by a short duration of hectic chaos.  During 

the evaluation a candidate watches what was, a moment 

ago, an able bodied diver turn into nothing more than a 

lost high school student seemingly intent on making 

every diver a casualty and destroying every piece of 

important equipment by his absent minded actions.  

Through these trials, Master Divers are forged in the 

crucible of scenarios and we proudly welcome them to 

their new position.  Congratulations to them all!   

 
AIT PSG’s 

Alpha company continues to confidently send its AIT/Second Class 

Diver graduates to their first unit of assignment. As always, the development of 

our 12D’s is more than just dive training.  The AIT PSG’s continue to lead the 

soldiers and develop the many facets of their training.  The PSG’s guide our 

new 2
nd

 class divers into truly well rounded soldiers that are able to voraciously 

tackle the challenges that lay ahead in their military careers.  This year they 

gave a combined 1700 hours of volunteer work to the local community.  This is 

up from 800 hours in 2011.  Across Bay County we are building positive 

relationships with the local population, and that impact helps everyone from 

kids learning how to fish and take part in gymnastic events, to helping to 

maintain the local VFW (Veterans of Foreign Wars) where we give back to 

those that came before us.   

 

(12-20-AMDV) SSG Woodcox, SSG Knoop, and 

SSG Tomlin stand with General Deluca, CSM 

Groninger (MDV), and their hard earned MDV 

Pins. 

SSG Kratsas interacts 

with the students on their 

first outing in the pool. 
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USCG Ice Diving 
The USCG will conduct its third annual ice/cold water diving course in Jan-Feb12 with SFC West 

attending.  Due to budget limitations, we were only able to fill one seat in the course.  The course is 

managed by our USCG counterparts at NDTSC.  If a detachment is interested in sending divers to this 

course, then all initial coordination to attend should be made through Alpha Company. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Change of Command 

With the departure of CPT Destremps, there was a void to be filled.  Luckily 1LT Ciliske jumped 

at the chance to take command and, despite his best efforts, the handover went extremely well.  1LT 

Ciliske was in command for one month while CPT Lunn made the transition to NDSTC.  After smoothly 

overseeing two complete changes of command, 1LT Ciliske relinquished command to CPT Joseph Lunn.  

Along with 1SG Boyer, the 86
th

 empire continues.   

 

 

Two students enter the water on one of their training dives. 

A/169
th

 Change of Command.  CPT Lunn and 1SG Boyer proudly hold the guidon. 
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Combined Retirement Ceremony  

With the retirement of MSG Mendoza, 1SG Rivera and MSG von Keyserling, the field of Army 

Diving has some big shoes to fill.  They take with them years of hard earned experience and they will be 

sorely missed.  We wish them fair winds and following seas in their future endeavors.   

 

 

 

Mark V Diver Ceremony – JAKE 

 

On the 26
th

 of October, NDSTC welcomed a new member that 

was a long time in the making.  After years of effort by hundreds of 

people, the funds were raised to commission the bronze statue of Jake!  

He stands approximately 8ft tall and weighs over 1000 lbs.  he is a proud 

remembrance of all those who have passed through the ranks of the dive 

school and for those yet to come.   

 

 
 

 

A sad day…..The retirement of MSG Mendoza, 1SG Rivera and MSG von 

Keyserling. 

Welcome Jake! 
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Warrior Forge/West Point Recruiting Trip 

Alpha Company again traveled to Ft. Lewis and West Point to spread the word about the Army 

Diver community.  At Warrior Forge ROTC cadets take part in a branch orientation day, where each 

branch showcases its capabilities. There will be three dates in July where support will be requested.  

 

Gains and Losses 

This year we brought in let go of a few people to head to their next challenge.  SFC Parmeter is off 

to become a Warrant Officer, SFC Randall is at Ft. Eustis, SSG Forkhammer is at Ft. Eustis, PFC Rain is 

in Korea.  We have also brought some people into the fold at NDSTC.  SSG(P) Tomlin, SSG Jarrard, SSG 

Bays, SSG Santiago, SSG Odonoghue, and SSG Ford are all new cadre members for this year.  For those 

of you that have left, fair winds and following seas, and for our new gains may we build upon our 

previous successes and make the next generation of divers even stronger.   

 

On behalf of the entire Alpha Company command team, we appreciate the true hard work and 

dedication that the staff exhibit.  We all take pride in our role as the gate keeper to our community and as 

the teachers and mentors to the newest additions to the Army Diver family.  We always welcome 

feedback on how we can better support the force with sustained or emerging training requirements. HOO-

YAH! DEEP SEA! 

 
From A/169th EN in Panama City, we wish you a Merry Christmas, Happy Holidays, and a Happy New Year 

to Everyone!! 

Divers take their place at the Engineer tent at Ft. Lewis during Warrior Forge. 



BBOOTTTTOOMM  TTIIMMEESS  
Volume 9, Issue 1                                                                         15                                                                            January 2013 

 

 

 

511th
 
Engineer Dive Detachment 

1LT Mark Golay 

 

Season’s Greetings!  The Trident team 

has been very busy this year.  We successfully 

completed two OCONUS missions, three 

CONUS missions, a Change of Command, a 

field exercise, and an emergency deployment to 

New York in response to Hurricane Sandy.  

Wow!   

 In April, Soldiers conducted a recon of 

the John Martin Reservoir Dam in Hasty, 

Colorado.  The team returned in September to 

perform long overdue maintenance.   Divers 

went back to FT Eustis well trained on 

hydraulic tools and with a new respect for zero 

visibility conditions.   
On the heels of the Colorado mission, the 

511
th

 deployed to the US Army Corps of 

Engineers New Orleans District.  The mission 

was to salvage a dredging pipe.  The team ended 

up not finding the pipe, but received valuable 

training in swift water diving. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

John Martin Dam 

Daniell Bevell enters the murky water on the 

upstream side of the dam. 

SPC Waylon Whitley inspects the dive side aboard 

the spud barge. 

Season’s Greetings from the 511
th

! 
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Four Soldiers traveled to Norway to participate in a multinational swift water diving course hosted 

by the Norwegian Army.  The training was second to none and the quality of divers from the other nations 

was impressive.  The picture below shows SSG Eric Shults receiving a brief from Norwegian cadre.  A 

news crew captured the training event.   

 This year we said farewell to our Commander and First Sergeant.  CPT Tim O’Hara is currently 

deployed to Honduras and 1SG Ray Ramirez took over as the Chief Diving Supervisor.   We would like 

to welcome CPT Greg Bascomb and SFC Milton Prater as our new command team.   

A squad from the 511
th

 joined members of the 544
th

 

and 86
th

 to support the Hurricane Sandy disaster relief effort.  

These Soldiers rebuilt the piers at Caven Point, NJ and 

dewatered flooded houses on Long Island.   

The 511
th

 had a lot of personnel turnover this past 

year.  We gained five new Soldiers: SGT Kisha Lloyd-Perry, 

SGT Patrick Morales, SGT Evan Lock, SPC Ramses Latiff, 

and PFC Jacob Feyers.  Unfortunately, we said goodbye to a 

few great Soldiers.  SSG William Behr, SGT Andy 

Vandenbos, and SGT Daniel Bevell all moved to Hawaii.  

SSG Ford moved to Florida, SPC Thaxton transferred to the 

12P MOS (Prime Power), and SPC Waylon Whitley 

volunteered to deploy with the 74
th

.  Fair winds and 

following seas to our friends. 

 As we begin the New Year, our thoughts are with the 

74
th

 Dive Detachment and the families of the 511
th

.  We 

would like to wish the 74
th

 the best of luck on their 

deployment.  We would also like to recognize the families of 

the 511
th

.  This has been a very active year for the team.  It is 

not easy holding down the fort when your Soldier is gone.  

From the depths of our hearts, Thank You to the families.  Deep Sea! 

 

SSG Eric Shults receiving a brief from Norwegian cadre. 

SGT Schofield pumping a basement in 

Roxbury, NY. 
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544th
 
Engineer Dive Detachment 

CPT Nathan Branen  

 

Greetings from the Seamonkeys!  I am excited to be writing my first Bottom Times article as 

commander of the 544
th

.  It’s been a busy year for our divers.  They’ve travelled all over the country 

performing missions in support of the Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) as well as providing support to 

the people of New York and New Jersey as part of the Hurricane Sandy Relief Effort. 

 During the last edition of Bottom 

Times, CPT Weller mentioned the team was 

hard at work in the USACE Portland district.  

We worked from February through the 

beginning of March on five different dam and 

lock systems.  The team spent February in 

Oregon and Washington at the John Day, 

Detroit, Dalles, and Lower Monumental 

Dams.  The demanding work and ever-

changing plans made SSG Kyle Nicholas 

work hard for his Unlimited Diving 

Supervisor check-off.  The team conducted 

several different types of jobs to include repair 

of fish-counting hydrophones, trash rack 

repair, debris removal, lock inspections and 

Remotely Operated Vehicle (ROV) 

inspections of fish ladders.  They finished the 

mission at the Bonneville Dam in Washington 

in March and returned to Fort Eustis.  Rick Benoit, the Portland District Dive Coordinator, was extremely 

happy with the team’s work and has invited us back for more work this year.     

 The 544
th

 deployed again at the end of July to Ketchikan, AK in support of the USACE Alaska 

district.  A floating breakwater in the Bar Point Harbor needed some serious maintenance and the 544th 

was up to the task.  SSG John Hoover was the NCOIC of this 

mission and used his experience from 7
th

 Dive’s previous 

mission in the area to make it a real success.  The team began 

with inspections and cleaning of the breakwater.  This work 

involved days of surface swimming and removal of marine 

growth.  The team moved on to anchor chain inspection where 

they routinely conducted dives deeper than 100 feet of 

seawater.  We also conducted some shallower dives to clean 

the underside of the breakwater.  A well known Master Diver 

and previous 1SG of the Dive Company, CSM Karl 

Groninger, stopped by, put on the super light and dove for an 

hour and a half.  He helped clean the breakwater, and at the 

end of his dive, presented MK5 Diver Coins to four new 

Soldiers at 20’ of sea water.  The team completed their work 

SSG Jakovenko and SPC Rager deploying via stage for the final 

inspection dive of the John Day Dam. 

SSG Hoover checking out his divers, 1LT 

Davidson and SPC Howard, before a dive. 
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in late August and returned to Fort Eustis.  Their good work left a lasting impression because USACE 

Alaska requested we return again this year and continue repairs to the breakwater. 

 The 544th spent a little time at home through the month of September for the change of command 

between CPT Daniel Weller and me, but they went right back to work in October with a job for the 

USACE Wilmington district.  Three lock systems along the Cape Fear River required inspections and 

repairs.  SSG Daniel Weber served as mission NCOIC and did an excellent job coordinating and 

executing the mission.  The team worked quickly and efficiently and was able to complete their 

inspections two days ahead of schedule.  Additionally, they were able to repair several broken stem valves 

on the locks, earning the praises of the Lock Master, Phil Edge. 

  

 The expectation after the USACE Wilmington 

mission was the team would spend the next few months at 

home, but the arrival of Hurricane Sandy at the end of 

October changed our plans.  The 86
th

 deployed to New York 

as part of the relief effort and took six of our Divers with 

them.  They conducted missions in New York City, NY and 

Jersey City, NJ repairing and inspecting waterfront facilities as well as conducting pumping operations in 

the subway system and private residences.  Their work was greatly appreciated by the people they helped 

and brought honor to the Dive Community. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

SSG Webber and SSG Winter review lock schematics before an 

inspection. 

SGT Hall enters the water to check for debris 

and storm damage to a dry dock lift. 
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That wraps up the major missions over the last year.  However, we still have to say farewell to the 

following Soldiers, family and friends 

 

SPC Tyler Sandelldomingue- Medically retired 

SPC Wesley Salisbury- PCS to Fort Hood Texas 

SPC Andrew Holdner- Transferred to the 74
th 

for deployment 

SPC Courtney Luellen- ETS 

SPC Dallas Degrendel-ETSed and is taking computer courses at Texas A&M 

SGT Sven Neilsen- PCSed to Hawaii and the 7
th

 Dive 

SSG Kyle Nicholas- PCSed to Hawaii and the 7
th

 Dive 

SSG Jason Jakovenko- He is now WO1 and currently training to be boatie deck officer here on JBLE  

1LT Troy Davidson- Transfer to 74
th

 for deployment 

CPT Daniel Weller- ETS’ed and is currently looking for a good bridge to live under some place south of 

Virginia. 

 It’s been hard to see so many good Soldiers leave, so our remaining Divers have been hard at work 

making new recruits to replace them.  We welcomed a whole SCUBA dive side to the 544
th

’s family this 

year.  SSG Sam Winter provided the Dive Supervisor with his daughter Taylor.  SPC Tyler 

Sandelldomingue’s baby girl, Riley, volunteered to keep charts and logs.  SGT James Zachary gave us a 

Red Diver with his daughter Lilly.  SPC Mitchell Howard’s new baby girl, Sophia, is happy to be Standby 

Diver.  SPC John Huff is confident his little girl, Sophia, will be an excellent Red Tender while PFC 

Andrew Benner is equally sure baby Kennely will do well as Standby Tender.  We offer our 

congratulations to the proud fathers and all the best to their beautiful babies. 
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569th
 
Engineer Dive Detachment 

1LT William Guinther 

 

The 569
th

 Engineer Dive Detachment 

just returned from deployment to Kuwait and 

is in the midst of block leave.  Before 

returning to the United States, the major 

missions from the last 3 months of the 

deployment included salvage of a Kuwaiti 

tugboat, the Deep Blue training exercise, and 

Force Protection missions in Jordan.  The 

operations were conducted efficiently and 

reflected well upon the 569
th

 Engineer 

Detachment. 

For the raising of the Kuwaiti 

tugboat, SFC Sherrod was the diving 

supervisor for the mission that raised the 

tugboat over three days of continuous, 24-

hour operations.  Using patches, pumps and 

lift bags, the unit successfully raised the 

tugboat jointly with the Kuwaiti Special Diving Unit.  The mission overcame the extensive damage to the 

tugboat to successfully salvage the vessel in preparation for dry docking repairs.  

 For the second Deep Blue training 

operation of the deployment, SSG Marcelo 

Gonzalezdemendoza meticulously planned the 

training exercise that was executed under the 

supervision of 1SG Earnest Vance.  Due to the 

intense 130 degree temperatures during the day, 

the whole operation was conducted at night when 

temperatures were more tolerable.  This training 

certified the First Class Divers, provided check 

offs for the forthcoming Salvage divers, and 

prepared senior NCO’s for Master Diver 

Evaluations.  This whole operation took place 

three miles off the Kuwait coast in the waters of 

the Persian Gulf.   

Finally, SFC Donald Lester led a mission 

to Jordan that involved a security swim of the 

Royal Jordan Navy Pier.  Inspections were conducted in the pristine water of the harbor, using Jordanian 

equipment and with Jordanian divers.  The whole mission assessed the port for future Army missions, 

while also inspecting piers, dolphins, and the tugboats in the harbor.  Of note, the entire operation 

occurred in the shadow of the tomb of Job which was the set for the Indiana Jones “The Last Crusade.”  

The project as it lay on the bottom, short of high tide. 

Conclusion of Tug boat recovery with the Kuwaiti divers. 
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 Other accomplishments of note are feats of strength and fitness.  SPC Scott Wilson represented the 

detachment in a strong man competition, where he took three gold medals in dead lift, three gold medals 

for back squatting, and one silver and two bronze medals in the bench press.  Also, SGT Javonii Curry 

placed third out of more than 528 runners in the Freedom Run 10 mile race in Camp Arifjan, Kuwait with 

a time of 64 minutes.  Both of these performances were outstanding and represent a few of the noteworthy 

performances of the 569
th

 Soldiers.  

 Additionally, congratulations are well deserved for 569
th

 dive’s newest Master Diver.  SFC 

Donald Lester successfully completed the Master Diver evaluations and represented the 569
th

 detachment 

well across a spectrum of challenging scenarios.  His evaluation had a 50 percent pass rate, and we are 

proud of him for overcoming that challenging course.    

 Moving forward, the 569
th

 Detachment is looking forward to the unit’s RESET until early April.  

This is a time for the unit to repair and maintain all of the equipment and allow time for personnel to 

recover from deployment.  In the Spring, the emphasis will transition to training basic soldier skills and 

also providing enriching schools opportunities.  This will be in preparation for the transition out of 

RESET and into the Train/Ready of the ARFORGEN cycle.  

   Recent talks with the 30
th

 Engineer Battalion Commander, LTC Jared Ware, indicate that the 

future for Army Diving is bright.  LTC Ware projected possible fiscal year 2014 involvement in 

AFRICOM in addition to possible involvement in South America.  Although this is still only talk at this 

juncture, it shows his emphasis on Army divers in the future.  It is an exciting time to be a diver, 

especially in these times of change in the Army. 

 All things considered, the 569
th

 Engineer Dive Detachment has had a successful conclusion to 

deployment and welcomes the slower pace of RESET for the next few months.  The variety of missions 

conducted overseas vindicated the hard training that was conducted prior to deployment, and as CPT 

Michael Jappe takes command of the unit on 14 December from CPT Brett Evans, the future is bright for 

the 569th Dive Detachment.  Deep Sea! 

 

The 569
th

 Recently wished the following Soldiers a 

fond farewell and following seas! 

 

CPT Brett Evans- PCS to work as a Team Leader for 

Joint MIA/POW Accounting Command (JPAC) in 

Hawaii. 

SFC Donald Lester- PCS to Fort Leonard Wood, 

Missouri to develop Phase One curriculum. 

SFC Micah Sherrod- PCS to NDSTC in Panama 

City, Florida to be an instructor for First Class divers 

and Marine Engineer Dive Officers. 

SSG Joshua Palmer- TDY to Special Forces 

Assessment and Selection in January followed by PCS to NDSTC in Panama City, Florida to serve as an 

instructor. 

SGT Javonii Curry- PCS to 7
th

 Dive Detachment in Hawaii. 

 The 569
th

 recently welcomes the following Soldiers: 

1LT William Guinther- Incoming Executive Officer of 569
th

 Dive. 

SFC Blanchard Woodcox- PCS from 7
th

 Dive to be the Platoon Sergeant of 569
th

 Dive. 

Team Photo from Kuwait 2012 
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TACOM 

SFC Tracy Bower 

From the frozen tundra comes the following news.  The Breakaway Divers Air Storage System 

material release package is finally making its way to the material release approval authority. The BDASS 

will be a fully supportable system including technical manuals and spare parts support.  Fielding is still 

expected to happen before anyone retires with the possible exception of Marlo. As of the writing of this 

article, I am not scheduling further fielding dates.  Once the release is approved by the TACOM 

Commanding General, we will be in touch with everyone to plan the fielding of our future air systems.   

 

 
We are getting closer to finalizing the Family of High Pressure Breathing Air Compressors.   Mr. 

Dodd, Mrs. Hefferan, and the entire PM SKOT team are going to great lengths to ensure that we get the 

best compressors that industry has to offer.  The compressors, like the BDASS will also have the full 

complement of organic support from the Army that includes New Equipment Training, technical manuals 

and part support thru the Army supply system.  Once we get a contract awarded, expect to see new 

compressors relatively soon. 

SFC Bower, SFC Flack, and SFC Kneipp met in Rock Island in September to plan the interior lay-

out of the future Underwater Construction Set.  The set will consist of 5 ISU-90 containers, arranged in 

sets as they currently are in the quadcons.  The tools, pieces, and parts will be stored in a much more user 

friendly manner to ensure that Soldiers can utilize the set more easily, and inventory can be performed 

more rapidly than our current set.  Once the initial prototype is completed we will invite a few SSGs out 

to look at it, and make final adjustments.  When the UCS prototype is complete, we will move directly 

into building the Deep Sea Set prototype.  

 

 

BDASS XLDS 
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We have added a few items to the Open Circuit SCUBA Supply Catalog.  These items will not be 

issued to the units, however, this gives the Commanders justification to order these items.  We have added 

Split Fins, Sea Pearl mesh bag weights, and an Aqualung Tool Kit for working on your regulators and 

manifolds.  The Zeagle Ranger is now listed as an authorized replacement for the Calypso BC.  This will 

allow you to carry Zeagles in lieu of the Calypso in your dive bags.   

 
After overcoming many obstacles, the first Zodiac fielding of 9 craft was completed in Ft. Eustis 

in August 2012.  Since then, PM-SKOT has fielded a total of 28 craft to Ft. Lewis, Ft. Leonard Wood, 

and the dive schools in Key West and Panama City.  Additionally, current procurement levels predict that 

craft will continue to be fielded off our G8 approved fielding plan through August 2014.  

Once approved, FoBaM will proceed in two phases; Phase one will consist of the 7-Person, 15-

Person, and associated submersible outboard motors, while phase two will consists of the 3-Person and 

RIB later.   In the coming weeks, we will be ready to release a solicitation for phase one; First Unit 

Equipped is estimated at 4QFY14/1QFY15. 

 

Split Fins Sea Pearl mesh bag weights Aqualung Tool Kit 

Zodiac 
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Capabilities Developer 
SFC Thomas Kneipp 
 

2012 has been a year of major progress for the dive field, and by all indications, 2013 will be even 

better.  The family of compressors program was approved and those should be hitting the streets 

sometime next year.  These compressors will be fully supported through the Army supply system and will 

fill one of the greatest needs in the field.  The BDASS will be fielding soon and will replace the aging 

SDASS.  It’s been a long road for this program, but thanks largely to the perseverance of the 

TACOM/PM-SKOT team we will see this new air system in the units soon.  The Boats and Motors 

program is pending approval at HQDA, once this gets signed, we will be replacing our aging zodiac fleet.  

This will also give us outboards that are standard across the teams and are fully supported by the Army 

system.  The Deep Sea Set and the Underwater Construction Set are both moving rapidly through the 

staffing process.  These systems will see some major upgrades and kitting changes.  Both systems will 

come housed in ISU90 containers which will give us a lot more versatile kit.  The SPEaR (Supervisor, 

Propulsion, Emergency, and Recovery) set will replace the SCUBA Support sets.  This program is in the 

initial phases of staffing so it’s a couple years out.  It will come kitted in two ISU60s and will add diver 

propulsion systems to our capabilities as well as consolidate all of our random dive gear we have laying 

around.  I hope everyone has a merry Christmas and a safe new year! 

 

Phase 1 
SSG David Gills 

 

Greetings from Phase one!   

SSG Cavenaghi and I are doing 

well here at Ft. Leonard Wood.  It has 

been great to have SSG Cavenaghi 

here.  He is a great asset to the team.  

He has been here for 6 months and is 

now fully qualified to teach.  He was 

also part of the Fort Leonard Wood 

Army 10 Miler team, they placed 2
nd

 

overall for mixed gender teams and he 

personally placed 182
nd

 out of 22,600.  

As for the course, during FY12, we 

graduated 32 students out of 10 

classes, 24 enlisted, 5 LT’s and 3 

CPT’s.  So far during FY13, we have graduated 4 students out of 1 class.  I’m sure these numbers will 

improve as we progress throughout the year.  We have also created a new set PT schedule for the course 

focusing on preparing the students for phase 2.  I believe this will better prepare our students for the 

challenges they face in Florida.  

SSG Cavenaghi with his FLW Army Ten Miler Team 
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Phase 1 Photo Gallery  

 
  

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Push! Don’t quit! 

Keep those hands in the Air! Officer Candidates put to the test! 

Before After….New recruit makes it look easy! 
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U.S. ARMY DIVER’S REUNION 2013 
 

The next reunion for the U.S. Army Divers will be in Sacramento, California.  The dates are July 25 – 

27, 2013.  Mark your calendars NOW! 

This is the 13
th

 reunion that has been hosted by the U.S. Army Diver’s Association, with the first being 

in 1998.  This also will be the first reunion to be hosted on the west coast.  All other reunions have been 

hosted on the east coast from Fort Eustis, Virginia to Panama City, Florida.     

Your reunion committee (lead by George Hunter) is working hard to put together a complete reunion 

package and vacation for all of our diving families.  Next year’s reunion will feature a family picnic at 

beautiful Folsom Lake along with the traditional diver’s golf tournament and the popular Friday Night 

Social.   

George and his team have located about 60 Army divers on the west coast and they are constantly 

working to locate as many faces as possible prior to the reunion. Take a look at your list of diving 

buddies and contact them.  If they can’t go to the reunion, then at least make contact and have a short 

reunion on the phone.   

For more information visit the Reunion 2013 page on the Diver’s Association website: 

www.usarmydeepseadivers.com and read the latest.  Be sure to return to the website often to see the 

latest changes. 

Jim Heimbach, Secretary 

U.S. Army Diver’s Association    

 

 

 

http://www.usarmydeepseadivers.com/

