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Fair Winds and Following Seas 
 

I would like to take the opportunity to thank two outstanding Army Master 

Divers who will be retiring on May 4
th

, 2012 at the Naval Diving and Salvage 

Training Center, Panama City, Florida.  MSG Marlo Mendoza and 1SG Lou 

Rivera have spent their careers working to make the dive field a better, safer, 

and more robust field.  They have mentored, taught, and trained most of us 

currently in the field.  Their professionalism and dedication to the dive field is 

unmatched and I am honored that they have allowed me to share in their 

retirement ceremony.  We will all miss the two of you greatly, and wherever 

the winds take you, you will always have a home with your divers.    
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Marlo Mendoza joined the Army in 1986 as a Utilities 

Equipment Repairman and became a diver in 1989. He has 

served as a diver on the multiple dive teams, performed as 

instructor at the Phase I Diver selection course, 1SG of the 

Ft. Eustis Dive Company, and finished his career as the 

Chief Diving Supervisor for the U.S. Army Engineers. 

 

Luis Rivera joined the Army in 1988 as a Bridge 

Crewmember and became a diver in 1990.  He has served 

as a diver on the multiple dive teams, performed instructor 

duties at the Navy Diving and Salvage Training Center, 

worked as the Army Liaison to the Navy and is finishing 

up his career as the 1SG at the Dive school. 
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7th Engineer Dive Detachment 
By 1SG Baumgartner 
 

The 7
th

 Dive has been extremely busy the last quarter, 

providing diving support throughout the CENTCOM AOR as 

well as executing an internal focus on training and certification. 

Here are some of the highlights since the last Bottom Times.  

The team conducted “Shallow Brown” and “Deep Blue” 

training exercises in Kuwait to certify 100% of the team as 

Salvage Divers and 1
st
 Class Divers. SSG Cochran designed, 

resourced, and built a project that would challenge and test all 

divers in a variety of tasks relevant to Salvage Diver 

certification. The project required a team of two divers to 

perform underwater cutting, welding, de-watering, lift bag, and 

hydraulic tools operations. The project was a great success and the result was 100% of the team’s 10 and 

20 level divers were able to complete the salvage diver check-off list.  

SSG Rowley planned, resourced, and executed the Deep Blue training which resulted in the 

successful certification of SSG Dunham as a fully command-qualified Diving Supervisor and went a long 

way to preparing all senior NCOs for Master Diver evaluations in the future.   

CPT Sann and I attended the annual diver symposium this year to collaborate with the rest of the 

field on a host of issues including updates from the deployed AOR as well as course of action 

development for a wide variety of diving related challenges. It was a very productive endeavor and a nice 

opportunity to catch up with our diving brethren face to face. 

Next, the 7
th

 completed a port opening 

mission in support of the United States Army 

Corps of Engineers (USACE) in the kingdom 

of Bahrain. The team conducted level one and 

two inspections on a large section of pier to 

determine the condition of the structure and to 

provide the data necessary for professional 

engineers to plan the way forward for the 

eventual repair and opening of the pier for 

future mooring, loading and offloading 

capabilities as well as a long-term plan for the 

care and maintenance of the structure via 

cathodic protection systems. In addition the 

team also executed a hydrographic survey and 

side scan sonar mission to provide planners with a snapshot of the depth, bottom contour and any 

potential hazards that may impede future development of the port. The team executed flawlessly and used 

the opportunity to train all of our 20 level divers on a slew of 30 level tasks. 

“Shallow Brown” Salvage Project on the 

surface 

Pre Dive Checks at "Deep Blue" 
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The team also conducted another 

Afghanistan mission, this time for United States 

Agency for International Development (USAID.) 

The small team led by 1LT Guerdan and SSG 

Dunham conducted ROV inspections on a dam 

critical to the long-term effort to increase 

Afghanistan’s self sustainment and to provide 

critical irrigation and hydro-electric capabilities to 

the country. The mission was successful with all 

critical information collected and all divers 

returning safely. 

The 7
th

 directed a lot of attention on our 

physical conditioning via two major events in the 

month of December. The first was a response to 

what CPT Sann refers to as a “Big Hairy Audacious 

Goal.” The challenge was put forth by the command for the team to achieve a 290 APFT average on the 

un-extended scale. The command team and senior NCOs from our local higher headquarters came in to 

grade the APFT and hand out impact awards to our perfect scorers. The 7th came through with flying 

colors, meeting the 290 challenge with 11 Soldiers earning Army Achievement Medals for perfect scores, 

and virtually every member of the team earning the Army Physical Fitness Badge. The other big physical 

fitness and esprit-de-corps event was the Commander’s Challenge. Six different five-person teams 

competed in more than ten extremely grueling, physically demanding events including push-ups, pull-ups, 

sit- ups, a 4-mile run, a 6-mile road march, and truck push among many others. Third Squad, led by SSG 

Dunham, took top honors while barely edging out the blended all-officer team led by CPT Sann.  

The 7
th 

Dive’s end of mission is in sight and the team is in high spirits as they wade through the 

mandatory re-deployment training and administrative actions that occur with every rotation. As many of 

you reading this have probably already deployed as a member of a Dive Detachment, you can probably 

relate to the emotions the team is experiencing as we celebrated the holidays together, missed our families 

and friends, and also reflected upon all we have 

accomplished during the last year of our deployment. All 

of the care packages and well wishes meant a lot, and the 

team is very thankful for all of the encouragement we 

have received from family, friends, and our fellow divers 

not only during the holidays but throughout the whole 

year. The 7
th

 would also like to send a hearty farewell and 

following seas to the Harrison family in anticipation of 

SFC Harrison’s reassignment to Panama City Florida.  

 

We’re on Facebook! The 7
th

 Engineer Dive Team.  

 

 

 

Commanders Challenge Litter Carry event 

LTC Mund from poses with Third Squad, 

Commander's Challenge Champions! 
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544th Engineer Dive Detachment- SEAMONKEYS! 

CPT Dan Weller- Seamonkey 6 

 

Greetings to all from the 544
th

!  The 

Seamonkeys have been very busy conducting 

operations for the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 

since the last issue of the Bottom Times was 

published.  Throughout August and September the 

544
th

 continued the annual Caven Point Marine 

Terminal pier rehabilitation mission in Bayonne, NJ.  

This year, the team was tasked with removing and 

rebuilding a 130-foot pier that has been unusable for 

quite some time.  SSG D’Angelo was the NCOIC of 

the mission and executed flawlessly.  All members of 

the team received training in a wide variety of Diver 

skill-sets, to include cutting, rigging, crane 

operations, surface construction, and hydraulic tool 

operation.  In addition to the main project, routine 

tasks included the reinforcement and replacement of 

portions of the finger pier system, and the unpleasant 

task of jetting mud and silt several feet deep from 

under the dry dock system.  The successful 

completion of this mission also gave SSG D’Angelo 

his Unlimited Diving Supervisor certification.  

Halfway through the Caven Point mission, 

Hurricane Irene decided to sweep through the Northeast and created quite a mess throughout the USACE-

New York District.  Fortunately the district headquarters was aware of the work the 544
th

 was conducting 

at Caven Point, and called on us to execute an 

emergency response mission upstate at the Troy 

Federal Lock and Dam system.  Due to the 

massive flooding, enormous amounts of debris 

clogged up the lock system, to include trees up to 

18,000 pounds.  The 544
th

 was able to curtail a 

portion of the Caven Point team up to Troy to 

conduct salvage operations on the lock system.  In 

only three days, the team removed close to 

100,000 pounds of debris from the lock and 

successfully re-opened it to commercial vessel 

traffic.  The USACE- New York District was 

extremely thankful for the efforts and success of 

the 544
th

; on the day of our departure, the District 

Commander, COL John Boulé, presented the team 

with a certificate of appreciation and personal 

SPC Kirby, PFC Rager and SSG Jakovenko bolt on a 

new sacrificial rubber bumper- Caven Point 

SGT Giagnocavo and PFC Evans being lowered 

in the water to start jetting of the main dry 

dock.- Caven Point 
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thanks all around. 

Support to the Corps is continuing right now as well, this time on the other side of the country in 

the Portland and Walla Walla Districts.  Throughout the entire month of February, the 544
th

 is conducting 

operations on several dams throughout Oregon and Washington- The Dalles, Lower Monumental, 

Bonneville, and John Day.  This, too, has 

become an annual operation for the Ft. Eustis 

dive teams.  The 544
th

 will work to remove 

derelict equipment attached to the dams, 

conduct inspections, and make light repairs. 

On a personal note, we bid farewell to yet 

another Soldier in January- SPC Matthew 

Kirby ended his military career after six 

years in the Dive field.  He has moved back 

home to Alabama with plans to go back to 

college and pursue other endeavors in the 

civilian world.  He was a valuable asset to 

the field and will be greatly missed.  SGT 

Daniel Giagnocavo also left the Seamonkey 

team; however, we said goodbye to him as 

he transferred to the 569
th

 to be part of the 

deploying team.  We also welcomed in a 

new member of the Seamonkey family- PFC 

Kristopher Lawrence and his wife Ashley had their first child, Carson Lawrence, in December.  We hope 

all is well throughout the rest of the field and hope everyone has a safe and successful year!  
 

  

86th Engineer Dive Detachment- Mighty Beavers! 

CPT Jon-Paul Navarro- Beaver  6 

 

I cannot begin to describe the excitement of writing 

my first Bottom Times report. The 86
th

 has been working 

hard and making things happen since I assumed command 

from CPT Joe Lunn. After two weeks of intensive 

inventorying and learning the ropes from Joe, I assumed the 

role as Commander of the 86
th

 Engineer Dive Detachment 

on 16 September 2011. CPT Lunn is now at Fort Leonard 

Wood, MO and is hard at work at the Engineer Captain 

Career Course.  The 86
th

 would to like to wish CPT Lunn 

all the best and we cannot wait to have you back in the dive 

field once you take over at the dive school. We miss you 

and we love you.  

SGT Neilsen being lowered into the water via the 

crane and man-basket for the first dive of the day. - 

Troy Lock and Dam 

Divers prepare the dive side for another 

working day at Kerr Lake, VA in support of 

USACE Wilmington District. 
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 In the past four months, the 86
th

 has been busy with a lot 

on its plate. After the change of command, we hit the ground 

running, starting off with a M16 zero and qualification range at 

Fort Pickett where we piggybacked off 74th. CPT Martin, the 

74
th

 Commander, put on a great range and showed off all his 

rifle skills that will come in handy when the zombie apocalypse 

occurs at the end of 2012. Shortly after, the 86
th

 took off to 

Lake Rawlings, Virginia for a week-long training event. There 

we did SCUBA focused training on lift bags, flange projects, 

dry suits, and searching techniques. We ended the week with 

some tough Zodiac PT and confidence-building cliff jumps. 

November was easily one of our busiest months as we 

not only supported Master Diver Evaluations in Panama City, 

FL but we also had a two-week mission in November with the 

86
th

 as a big supporter for this event in order to pin some new 

Master Divers. CPT John Maxwell, the 86
th

 executive officer, 

was president of the board and SFC Kurt Langley was one of 

the Master Diver Evaluators. SPC Booysen, SPC Zeman, SPC 

Stancil, and SPC Gasway performed superbly as the support 

crew/scenario actors. For the rest of 86
th

 back in Fort Eustis, 

seven members of 86
th

 along with divers from 74
th

, 511
th

, and 

544
th

 traveled to Kerr Lake, VA to rehabilitate a pumping 

station damaged during Hurricane Irene that keeps Kerr Lake’s 

water at specified depths. The divers spent two weeks using hydraulic tools, cutting, and welding to install 

and reinforce guiderails that allow the pumping station’s gate to open and close freely. It was a difficult 

mission for many of the young divers, but 

under SSG Turner’s fine leadership and dive 

supervising skills, the mission was 

completed on time and the USACE 

personnel were thoroughly impressed. The 

86
th

 would like to congratulate David Pulver 

on his promotion to Staff Sergeant as of 1 

January 2012. David put in a lot of hard 

work studying for the board. Great job and 

well done! Keep it up! The 86
th

 would also 

like to congratulate SGT Steven Jarrard for 

making the Commandant’s List at WLC. 

Finally, big congratulations are in order to 

SGT Daniel Ormond who is now married to 

the beautiful Jasmane. 

The 86
th

 Recently wished the following 

Soldiers a fond farewell and following seas! 

SGT Steven Hiller-ETS 

SSG Curtis Custer-ETS 

Divers receive their pre-dive supervisor brief from SSG Turner of 

the 86
th

 Dive Detachment at Kerr Lake, VA in support of USACE 

Wilmington District. 

 

SGT Pulver of the 86
th
 Dive 

Detachment uses the HD-45 Hammer 

Drill to drill holes for new bolts into a 

USACE pump station at Kerr Lake, 

VA. 
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1LT Michael Jappe-Transfer to 569
th

 for their upcoming OND deployment 

CPT Joe Lunn-PCS to Fort Leonard Wood, MO for ECCC 

The 86
th

 recently welcomed the following Soldiers to the ranks of the “Fightin’ Beavers” 

PFC Dennis Grew-2
nd

 Class Diver 

SSG Brent Byerle- Transfer from 569
th

  

CPT John Maxwell- Transfer from 569
th

 

     The 86
th

 Engineer Dive Detachment also welcomed a new member of the Deep Sea family with the 

birth of PFC Dennis Grew and his wife Courtney’s son, Jack.  As always the members of the 86
th

 

Engineer Dive Detachment wish all of you fair winds and following seas! Until next time, Hoo Yah and 

Deep Sea! 
 

511th  Engineer Dive Detachment- Poseidon! 

 1LT Mark Golay 

 

Happy New Year!  Last 

time you read about us, we were 

preparing for a Culminating 

Training Exercise (CTX).   The 

exercise was a huge success.  The 

511
th

 set up a variety of lanes to 

test the 569
th

’s preparedness for 

their deployment.    A special 

thanks to SFC Dodd for making it 

the best CTX in 15 years.    One 

of the most challenging lanes 

tasked the 569
th

 with recovering a 

UH-1 Helicopter shell, submerged 

in the water to simulate a downed 

helicopter crash site.  The picture 

shows Soldiers from the 569
th

 

bringing the aircraft to shore.   

   Soldiers of the 511
th

 had 

the pleasure of participating in a 

demolitions range at FT Pickett, VA.  What can I say, we are engineers, we love C4.  In a two-shot series, 

Soldiers created an obstacle by downing six trees, then cleared the obstacle using an improvised 

Bangalore Torpedo.  Only 364 more days till the next demo range.   

We concluded 2011 with a great Christmas party.  The five Engineer Dive Detachments at Joint 

Base Langley Eustis came together to celebrate in Newtown, Williamsburg; the only thing better than the 

turnout was the food.  Thanks to all the great chefs and a special thanks to Santa, SGT West of the 569
th

 

who handed out presents to all the kids. 
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 Along with the holiday season, 

winter brings lots of cold water to 

Virginia.  Nevertheless, Soldiers from 

the 511
th

 are eager to get wet 

whenever possible.  Our home station 

of FT Eustis is also home to one of the 

Army’s largest ports.  The 511
th

 spent 

the second week of the new year 

inspecting the port’s waterfront 

facilities, assessing the damage from 

the past hurricane season.  In addition, 

we recovered bumpers from the 

seafloor using lift bags.   In the 

following picture, a diver reports his 

inspection findings to the supervisor.   

 

 

The 511
th

 has had a lot of personnel turnover since the desert.  We welcome two new Soldiers, 

SPC Salazar and 1LT Golay.  Unfortunately we also say goodbye to a few great NCOs and friends.  SSG 

Kennedy is off to Warrant Officer 

Candidate School for the flight program.  

SSG Kratsas will become the new Platoon 

Sergeant at the dive school in Panama City.  

Finally, SFC Dodd is PCSing to Hawaii in 

support of the Joint POW and MIA 

Accountability Command.  Fair winds and 

following seas to our friends.   

 As we begin this New Year, our 

thoughts are with the 569
th

 Engineer Dive 

Detachment.  We wish them the best of 

luck on their deployment to the desert.  

Also, a special shout out to CPT Maddux 

who is serving in Afghanistan with an 

engineer brigade outside of the dive field.  

Deep Sea! 
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A/169th Engineer Battalion –  

U.S. Army Engineer Dive School 
CPT Destremps 

 

Alpha Company continues to lead from the 

front in the execution of its mission to train 

and mold engineer divers.  The dedicated 

efforts of the Army training team has 

heavily contributed to the collective effort 

of maintaining NDSTC as the premiere 

location in the world for training military 

divers.   To catch the latest news and media 

of training, follow us on Facebook @ 

“A/169 Engineer Battalion - US Army 

Engineer Dive School”.  

 

Training and Molding Engineer Divers.  
We would like to recognize the 

accomplishments of our newest Master 

Divers, SFC Kneipp, SFC Randall and SFC 

West.  This MDV Evaluation was 

conducted outside of the normal cycle, 

separate from AIT course out to sea dives.  

Therefore, we are grateful for the 

professional support provided by a 

combined Active Duty / ARNG dive crew provided by the 

627
th

 and the JBLE dive teams.  (Also the Softball skills of 

SPC Stancil were greatly appreciated during our base league 

games).  As our courses are currently aligned, it can be 

anticipated that any future evaluation conducted during the 

fall timeframe will require a similar support crew.  Alternate 

COA’s and sustained funding support are being coordinated 

between A/169 and CDS.   

Alpha company continues to confidently send its 

AIT/Second Class Diver graduates to their first unit of 

assignment.  Although not in the volume required of the 

force, graduates have all the tools necessary to accomplish 

their mission as a Soldier and Engineer Diver.  The senior 

AIT course on board will produce an anticipated 9 divers to 

the force this May.   

Aiding in the quality of our course graduates, the AIT PSG 

SSG Craig manages his simulated casualty as they prepare 

to transport the patient to the Life Flight Helicopter at 

Vortex Springs.   SSG Anderson and SPC Rain render aid.   
 

Two teams of Class 12-10-A2C/UCTB 

high carry their zodiacs underneath the 

pier at St. Andrews State Park during their 

T-Shirt PT day. 
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office has done a stellar job in the Soldierization process.  Recognizing the need to develop well-rounded 

Soldiers, they worked diligently to achieve a combined 1,000 hours of volunteer work last year.  For their 

efforts, several students and staff were awarded the Military Outstanding Volunteer Service Medal.   

 

USCG Ice Diving. The USCG conducted its second annual ice/cold water diving course in Jan-Feb12.  

SFC Cox has now diluted SFC Parmenter’s claim as “the only MDV officially certified in ice diving in 

the Army”.   The course has expanded in its second year and more seats were made available for 

attendance.    As the details for next year’s training are released, we will ensure to pass on the word.  

Three to four seats should be made available to Army Engineer Divers for the Jan/Feb13 course.  The 

course is managed by our USCG counterparts at NDTSC; all initial coordination to attend should be made 

through Alpha Company. 

 

Upcoming Events 

 

April Master Diver Evaluations.  Dates are locked in for the upcoming Master Diver Evaluation.  Free 

Week: 18-24 Apr; Graded Evaluations: 25-27 Apr; Re-test: 30 Apr- 1 May.  SFC Christesen, SLC course 

manager and all around stand-up 

guy, will begin communication 

with candidates in the coming 

weeks to ensure all of your 

questions are answered as you 

prepare for course attendance.    

 

Change of Responsibility.   On 

February 27
th

, MSG Boyer will 

take the reins as the first sergeant 

of the premier training company 

in the Army.  MSG Boyer is eager 

to train our future divers and 

leaders, but has his work cut out 

for him to fill the diving boots of 

the legendary 1SG Rivera.   

 

Combined Retirement 

Ceremony.  On the topic of 

legendary divers.  A vicious one, 

two, three blow will be dealt to 

the dive field when MSG Mendoza, 1SG Rivera and MSG von Keyserling retire this year.  Alpha 

Company and NDSTC have vouched full support to host the combined retirement ceremony for these fine 

Americans.  Any and all that are able to attend should do so on May 4
th

.   

 

Upcoming Dive Officer Selections.  In order to fill projected vacancies for command and executive 

officer positions throughout the field, we will be organizing two dive officer selections this year.  One in 

SSG Key demonstrates the capabilities of the MK-20 Facemask 

underwater as a student follows his lead. 
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late May/Early June and one in early August.  As dates are finalized with HRC, an official request for 

support will be sent out to the command teams.  Please begin initial plans to support as available.       

 

Warrior Forge Recruiting Trip.  Alpha company received a Warno to again support Warrior Forge at 

Fort Lewis this July.  The annual exercise for ROTC cadets includes a branch orientation day, where each 

branch showcases its capabilities.  There will be three dates in July where support will be requested.  As 

official details are released, we will notify the other dive units in case there is any interest to share in this 

support opportunity.   

     On behalf of 1SG Rivera and myself, we appreciate the hard work of our staff, encourage recent course 

graduates to maintain their zeal for mastering their diving trade, and welcome feedback on how we can 

better support the force with sustained or emerging training requirements.   HOO-YAH! DEEP SEA! 

 

74th  Engineer Dive Detachment- 

 CPT Charles Martin 

 

Keeping with 74
th

 tradition, it’s been 

a busy six months since the last issue 

of Bottom Times.  Additions to the 

team include 1LT Christie Plackis 

who took over for CPT Thomas 

“Mad Dog” Maddux as the 

Detachment’s Executive Officer.    

The 74
th

 conducted one major 

training mission in New Orleans, LA 

and has completed numerous base 

support operations at Third Port.  

 Promotions include Rodrigo 

Novoa’s promotion to Specialist, 

Kristopher Brown’s promotion to 

Sergeant, Norman Bogiel and Ray 

Cortright’s promotion to Staff 

Sergeant, and Logan Forbing has 

been selected for promotion to Staff 

Sergeant.  New additions to the 74
th

 

Family include Kierra Forbing 

(Daughter of SGT Logan Forbing born on 8 October), Juleus Lloyd-Perry (Son of SGT Kisha Lloyd-

Perry born on 16 September), and Kali Thaxton (Daughter of SPC Zachary Thaxton born on 20 

September). 

 SSG Kane Tomlin led a “quick turnaround” mission in response to an urgent request from USACE 

New Orleans.  Early September, we received a call from the Corps requesting divers to come and remove 

a large pipe from the Calcasieu shipping channel off the cost of New Orleans.  Initial reports said that the 

pipe was 30 feet long, and the deep end of it was buried a few feet in the mud with the rest exposed.  SSG 

1LT Christie Plackis and SSG Ray Cortright prepare to dive in New Orleans 
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Tomlin organized his mission team, packed out all the 

equipment, and made plans to travel to New Orleans in an 

impressive 72 hours! 

 After their initial recon dive, SSG Tomlin and his team 

determined that the pipe was much larger than originally 

reported, and that it was buried very deep in the mud.  

Displaying the famous “can do!” attitude that has made Army 

Divers such a valuable asset, he constructed a mud vacuum 

from scratch.  Over the next few days, divers used this mud 

vacuum to uncover hundreds of cubic yards of mud and 

sediment from the top of the pipe.   

 In order to save time, SSG Tomlin elected to do surface 

decompression diving and conduct 24 hour operations.  The 

team’s efforts paid off late one night when the crane on the 

barge lifted the 30,000 pound pipe from the water.  

 Almost immediately after the pipe was removed from 

the water, SSG Tomlin received his second urgent call from 

USACE.  The USACE Dredge Boat “The Wheeler” had 

dropped a 38,000 pound 

dredge foot in the water a 

few miles away.  With 

the aid of some 

additional 74
th

 Divers from Ft. Eustis, SSG Tomlin directed his 

team to successfully rig the dredge foot for removal by a crane. 

 Other participants in this mission were 1LT Christie Plackis, 

1SG Christopher Green, SSG Paolo Cavenaghi, SSG Ray Cortright, 

SSG Norman Bogiel, SGT Brandon Laspe, SGT Kristopher Brown, 

SPC Rodrigo Novoa, SPC Daniel Baron, and PFC Dagan Indeck.  

The 7
th

 STB Commander, LTC Bradley Schutz, made a command 

visit to observe the 74
th

 at work.  He was extremely impressed with 

the team, and SSG Tomlin’s leadership and flexibility. 

 The 74
th

 welcomes their newest First Class Diver, SSG Eric 

Bailey, who just graduated ALC this week.  In the future, 74
th

 looks 

forward to their annual deep blue exercise which is scheduled to be 

held at AUTEC in the Bahamas.  The annual 74
th

 Shoot Out is 

scheduled for May, where the team will travel to Ft. Picket and 

complete annual rifle and underwater demolition qualifications. 

 I would like to thank all the Soldiers and families for their 

hard work and sacrifices they have made during the past six months 

to make the 74
th

 successful. Until next time, this is Poseidon 6, out. 

 

 

 

SSG Jeremy Tomlin gets the “OK” from 

PFC Indeck after surface decompression 

in New Orleans 
 

After conducting a 36 hour operation, 

1SG Christopher Green and SSG 

Jeremy Tomlin finally remove the 

pipe from the shipping channel 
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Capabilities Developer 
By SFC Thomas Kneipp 

 

     It’s been a busy few months here since I’ve assumed the role of Capabilities developer. I reported in on 

1 September and immediately inherited eight diving equipment documents in various stages of 

completion without knowing the first thing about how the job works. Needless to say it was nonstop 

between trying to learn the ropes here and prepping for Master Diver Evaluations. Now that the Evals 

monster is out of the way, I can fully focus on getting you guys the tools you need to be successful. I’m 

working very closely with SFC Tracy Bower, our illustrious Material Developer, and his partner in crime; 

Mr. Dave Dodd (MDV Ret), of the infamous Dodd family, to make sure the Engineer Dive field has the 

best gear possible.  

 

     What does my position do, you ask? Have you ever stood there as a young Diver, frustrated beyond 

belief at a piece of equipment and thought, “Man I really wish the Army would give us better stuff”? I 

know I have! The process of getting new and better gear starts with my position. I take all the feedback 

and ideas from you guys in the field and I turn them into documents, which in turn head up to our 

Material Developer to be turned into better gear solutions to make life better for you guys.  

 

     If you have ideas or suggestions on equipment, make sure you route them through your chain of 

command so I can put them to use. Remember, the Dive Field is only going to be as good as we make it! 

 

Chief Diving Supervisor Notes 
MSG Michael von Keyserling 

 

     To my fellow divers and friends, the dive field has been busy making head-way.  All staffing is done 

and approved, now we are awaiting publication of TM 3-34.83 Engineer Diving Operations (estimated 

March 2012), AR 611-75, Management of Army Divers (Estimated March 2012).  Thanks in no small 

part to many of you out there in the waters; we have the DRAFT Swift Water Training Circular just about 

done with an estimated publication date around July/August 2012. In the new publications you will find 

accurate descriptions and typical footprint for various diving operations, new DA Forms for the salvage 

and first class diver command qualification checklists, tried and proven methods to operate in currents up 

to 5 knots, and many other areas that divers new and old will find useful.  We still have a long way to go 

and many more revisions of the above manuals before we are diving in a perfect world but these are a 

good start.   

 

We are currently looking into various projects like unit relocation, linking with various federal agencies 

that require diving expertise, modifying Dive school training to include more Army specific training, 

adding Army equipment to the Authorized for Military Use (AMU) list to improve our Joint diving 

capabilities with our sister services, creating an Additional Skill Identifier (ASI) for our medics to better 

track and slot Diving Medical Technicians, examining the possibility of using ASI/SQI/PDSIs to reflect 

the Master Diver qualification and command qualified diving supervisors.  As always the dive field is 

moving forward against the head winds of military bureaucracy in an attempt to provide the worldwide 

diving support we are capable of providing to the Department of Defense. 
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This will be my last issue as the Bottom Times publisher and as the Chief Diving Supervisor.  I would 

like to personally thank each and every one of you for the support you have provided me and for the 

dedication to our engineer dive field that you display on a daily basis.  You are my brothers always; my 

door will always be open to you.  I will be retiring in Panama City in May of this year.  1SG Ray Ramirez 

will be my relief.  He is an outstanding military leader and diver and I have the utmost faith and 

confidence in his abilities to continue to lead our dive field in the upcoming years.  He will have a full 

plate when he takes the reins in July/August and he will need your support.  Continue to provide Mission 

AARs, Personnel updates, Doctrine revisions, and everything else you provide to my office.  Thank you 

for 20+ incredible years, I owe you all for the awesome adventure you have allowed me to have in this 

unique and exceptional diving family. 

 

 Master Diver  “von”Keyserling… 

  
 


